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Advent and Christmas Seasons
Advent symbolizes the present situation of the church in these “last days”, Acts 2:17, Hebrews 1:2, as
God’s people wait for the return of Christ in glory to consummate His eternal kingdom. The church is in a
similar situation to Israel at the end of the Old Testament; in exile waiting and hoping for the coming of the
Messiah. Israel looked back to God’s gracious actions on their behalf in leading them out of Egypt in the
Exodus, and on this basis they called for God to act for them once again. In the same way, during Advent, the
church looks back upon Christ’s coming in celebration while at the same time looking forward to the coming
of Christ’s kingdom when He returns. In this light, the Advent hymn “O come, O Come Emmanuel” perfectly
represents the church’s cry during this season:
O come, O come, Emmanuel
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appears.
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
While Israel would have sung the song in expectation of Christ’s first coming, the church now sings the
song in commemoration of that first coming and in expectation of the second coming in the future. Advent is
about anticipating the birth of Christ. It’s about longing, desire, that which is yet to come. That which isn’t
here yet. And so we wait expectantly, with an ache, because all is not right. Something is missing.
Why does Advent mean so much? Because cynicism is the new religion of our world. Whatever it is,
this religion teaches that it isn’t as good as it seems. It will let you down. It will betray you. That institution?
That church? That politician? That authority figure? They’ll all let you down. Whatever you do, don’t get your
hopes up. Whatever you think it is, whatever it appears to be, it will burn you, just give it time.
Advent confronts this corrosion of the heart with the insistence that God has not abandoned the world,
hope is real and something is coming. Advent charges into the temple of cynicism with a whip of hope,
overturning the tables of despair, driving out the priests of that jaded cult, announcing there’s a new day and
it’s not like the one that came before it. “The not yet will be worth it,” Advent whispers in the dark.
Old man Simeon stands in the temple, holding the Christ child, rejoicing that now he can die because
what he’d been waiting for actually arrived. And so each December (though Advent starts the last Sunday of
November this year), we enter into a season of waiting, expecting, longing. Spirit meets us in the ache. We ask
God to enter into the deepest places of cynicism, bitterness and hardness where we have stopped believing that
tomorrow can be better than today. We open up. We soften up. We turn our hearts in the direction of that day.
That day when the baby cries His first cry and we, surrounded by shepherds and angels and everybody in
between, celebrate that sound in time that brings our Spirits what we’ve been longing for.
Excerpts from W hat is A dvent?, by Justin Holcomb and W hy Should W e care A bout A dvent?, by Rob Bell.

Join us in our worship services during
Advent Services: Wednesdays Dec. 7th and 14th 7 pm
Christmas Eve 4 and 7 pm
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Preschool News

Season Greetings from the Crown of Life Preschool!
November was a harvest-rich month! Our focus was Psalm 40:3, “He put a
new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God. Many will see…and put
their trust in the Lord.” The month started with giving God our praise and it
ended with our thanks! Our COL Preschool family harvests included our first
Parent/Teacher conferences; parents and teachers partnered to plan dynamic
ways to support our amazing students. We even had elections! For favorite
book that is… “Duck for President” was the declared winner. November
included a STEAM-inspired field trip to Trader’s Joes Market where students
learned about agriculture (farm to market), the kindness in customer service,
teamwork, and the food groups. The holidays made for great work
opportunities around art, science and music like our thankfulness tree which
debuted in church. It was so much fun to sing songs of thanks to God during
church service on November 20th. If you couldn’t attend, we welcome you to
check us out on Facebook. What a harvest to see the preschoolers’ hard-work,
rehearsals and witness the unveiling of our new program logo!

Special thanks to our Council Rep Jo Tsamaidis and the entire COL Church
family – so many gave to make November a great launch into the holiday
celebration. Join us as we prepare for Advent “the Coming” and Christmas.
We especially look forward to sharing via a Christmas musical on Sunday,
December 11 at the 9:30 am service. Tell your family, friends and neighbors
to join you as we celebrate the miraculous birth of Jesus! “Joy to the World
the Lord has come!”
Joyfully In His Service
Mrs. Gholston
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Junior Kindergarten News
Throughout November, the JK students and I reflected on the many blessings that God has bestowed on us.
Pastor spoke to the children about how the blessings God gives to them multiplies when they are shared with
others. He used Hershey Kisses for the illustration which really grabbed the children’s attention.
As Election Day drew near, our class learned about the office of the President, the voting process, and the
freedoms we have in America as one nation under God. We even held our own election, complete with paper
ballots and an “official” ballot box. The children voted between two book candidates, Duck for President and
Teacher for President. After the secret votes were tallied, Duck for President was the unanimous winner as
the students’ favorite book.
On Veteran’s Day, the students wrote thank-you notes to members of their families who served in the
military and we thanked God for His protection.
As Thanksgiving approached, our thoughts turned to the blessings of a bountiful harvest. The students
learned about the five basic food groups and the importance of maintaining a healthy diet. After visiting a
farm in October to see where the food is grown, this month we took a field trip to Trader Joe’s to experience
the operation of a grocery store.
Our month concluded with a look at how the Pilgrims and Native Americans celebrated the first Thanksgiving.
The JK students, wearing Pilgrim hats, exchanged a hand-made gift with the pre-school class who represented
the Native Americans. For our Thanksgiving celebration, the JK students set a beautiful table in the
fellowship room and prepared, served and shared a special snack with their parents, Pastor Lemley and their
teacher.
Thankfully Serving Him,
Mary Gruber
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Crown of Life Giving 2016
Gift Offering Week Ending 11/27/2016

Elizabeth Bellore, Mark Gugel,
Mandy Purcell, Mindy Purcell, and
Fred Wier

Current Year Week:

44

General Fund:

14,721

Attendance:

186

General Fund Giving to date:

$163,866

“Gifts For All God’s Children” ID Tags Are Ready!
“Gifts For All God’s Children” is getting the Christmas Workshop ready
for another year of helping at-risk children receive new clothing and a toy
for Christmas.
The tree in our narthex is filled with ID Tags of children who are waiting
for a family to sponsor them this Christmas. The tag gives you the child’s
name, other shopping information and items they would appreciate
receiving. This year the color of the ribbon indicates children in the same family (the child
number will also be the same for members of a family).
After you select a child, be sure to fill in the information at the top and cut that part of
the tag off and leave it in the provided basket. You keep the rest to use shopping
but also remember to pick up the direction sheet which gives additional important
information. For example, when the wrapped gifts are due back at church which is on:

Sunday, December 11th!
Thank you for your help! Since we have many children in need again this year if you
know of friends or family that might sponsor a child please ask them to participate as well.
For any questions please see Charlotte Bachelard or Edwina Griem.
God Bless!
Crown Jewels Event for December - The gathering in December is a service project
benefitting GFAGC! The ladies will meet at Living Word Lutheran Church on Tuesday,
December 6th at 9:30 a.m. to wr ap gifts for the childr en in the " Gifts For All God's
Children" Christmas program. Following the wrapping session they will proceed to Jane
Baum's home (4932 Royal Cove, Shelby Twp.) for lunch and fellowship at 12:30
p.m. There is a signup sheet on the Crown Jewels board in the narthex. Please join us!
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SUNDAY MORING FELLOWSHIP
We warmly invite all members, friends and visitors to gather for fellowship between 10:30AM and
11:00AM. This time slot allows everyone to have the opportunity to catch up and socialize together
whether or not you attend the early or later service or both! Children will enjoy their own snacks in
their classrooms.
On Sundays other than the first Sunday, coffee and a light offering will be available for you to
enjoy. We always welcome your free will donation and you are always most welcome to bring
anything you would like to share on any Sunday.
On the first Sunday of each month we will enjoy a themed fellowship hosted or sponsored by a
member family. To this end we are looking for individuals or families to volunteer. We need 5
disciple hosts. Share your gift of hospitality! You can choose your month while slots are open. You
may donate $40 to sponsor fellowship or you can bring in the fellowship treats for that first Sunday.
Just indicate which when you sign up.
January – Winter Wonderland –Pell
February – Be my Valentine - Open
March – Over the Rainbow - Open
April – He is Risen - Open
May- Mom’s the Word - Open
June- Celebrating Dad’s - Open
Look for a signup sheet that will be circulated by email or call the church office if you would like to
volunteer.

Crown of Life Children
Present

Featuring a Live Nativity
A Musical about Peace, Joy and Love
9:30AM Divine Service
December 11th 2016

Ring the Bell for the Salvation Army- Last year we were able to raise
$419 for the Salvation Army! We still have 2 spots left to fill and our day
is Friday, December 9th! It only takes one hour. The shifts run from 11
a.m. through 8 p.m. and our r ed kettle station is at the Kroger's at
Adams and Silver Bell. You can ring alone or sign up to bring a
friend. The sign-up is posted in the narthex. See Judy Mann if you have
any questions.
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December 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

9

10

Board of
Education
5:45pm

4

5

6

Divine Service
9:30am
Voters’ Meeting

Tour of Bible

11

12

Worship
Service
Christmas
Program
9:30am

Tour of Bible

18

19

20

Divine Service
9:30am
Contemporary
11:00am

Tour of Bible
7pm-8pm

Council meeting
7pm

25

26

27

7

8

Advent Worship Creative Me
7pm
Time 7pm

7pm-8pm

Dress
Rehearsal

Choir 6:30 pm

7pm-8pm

13
Spiritual Care
7pm

1 pm

14

15

16

Advent Worship
7pm

Choir 6:30 pm

Art for Kids 1pm

21

22

17
ACTS
6-9pm

23

Choir 6:30

24
Christmas Eve
4pm & 7pm

28

29

30

Merry
Christmas

Reminder: Free Concert! Motor City Chorale Singers at Crown of Life December 18 at 7:30 pm

31
At Gethsemane
7:00pm
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MUSIC DIRECTOR: Mrs. Pia Broden Williams



ALTAR GUILD: Anita Shore



CARD CARE: Donna Lemley
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Date

Spiritual Care

Lay Reader

Acolyte

Ushers

Service Tech

Sunday, Dec 4

Jim Leinhos

Jerry
Domulewicz

Rachel
Domulewicz

Roger Heiple

Eric Moore

9:30 am

Greg Riffle

Rainer
Hartmann

Rainer
Hartmann

7:00 pm

Danelle
Bieniek

Danelle
Bieniek

Sunday, Dec. 11

Mark Werling

Sunday, Dec. 4
11:00 am
Wednesday, Dec 7

Grant Werling

Kyla Werling

Mark Gugel

Dale
VanWulfen

Jim Leinhos

John Moore

Aiden
Rochford

Mark Werling

Grant Werling

Lauren Dostal

11:00 am
Wednesday, Dec 14
7:00pm
Sunday Dec 18

Ben Gugel

9:30 am
Sunday Dec. 18

Nick Werling

Jeff Rickabus

9:30 am
Sunday, Dec. 11

Larry Bellore

Jim Leinhos

Carl and Karen Nick Werling
Hillenbrand

Gil Bachelard

Gil Bachelard

11:00 am
Saturday Dec. 24
4:00 pm

Rainer
Hartmann

John Moore

Saturday Dec. 24

Mark Gugel

Jo Tsamaidis

7:00 pm
Sunday Jan 1
11:00 am

Jim Leinhos

Greg Riffle

Sophie
Tsamaidis

Eric Moore

Jim Leinhos

Don Pell

Rainer
Hartmann
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Pastor Lemley is available by

Divine Service Sunday 9:30 am

Appointment. Please call the

Contemporary Sunday 11:00 am

church-Office 248-652-7720

Sunday School 10:30am

Available for emergency

Youth Group gathering 10:30 am

at anytime on his cell.

Tour the Bible Mondays 7:00pm

Cell 586-651-1040
Email:
pastor@crownoflifechurch.org
Church Office Hours
Monday thru Friday 9am– 3pm
2975 Dutton (At Adams)

Advent Services Wednesdays,

December, 7 at 7pm

Rochester Hills, Mi. 48306

December, 14 at 7pm

Phone: 248-652-7720

December, 24 Christmas Eve at 4 & 7 pm

office@crownoflifechurch.org
preschool@crownoflifechurch.org
Web Site:
http://crownoflifechurch.org

December
CROWN OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH
2975 Dutton Road (at Adams)
Rochester Hills, MI 48306

