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Hello, my name is Mary Gruber and I am honored and privileged to serve the Lord and Crown of Life
Lutheran Pre-School as the Junior Kindergarten teacher for the 2016-17 school year. With God’s guidance, I
look forward to ministering to the young children and take my responsibility to fulfill their educational
needs very seriously.
With nearly 20 years of education experience in Lutheran schools, my classroom focus has been in grades K
to 3 for all aspects of the curriculum. Most recently, I was the Kindergarten teacher for two years at Trinity
Lutheran in Monroe, and was also the 2nd grade teacher at St. John Lutheran in New Boston for many years.
I have a Bachelor of Science in Business from the University of Toledo and, after several years of being a stay
-at-home-mom, I pursued a career in teaching and obtained my teacher certification and Lutheran synodical
colloquy from Concordia University, Ann Arbor. I have also completed 18 credit hours towards my Master’s
Degree in Education at Marygrove College and am licensed through the state of Michigan with a
Professional Education Certificate for Elementary, K-5 all subjects.
My mission as a Lutheran school teacher is to impart to your child, through my words and actions, the
Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and to instill the desire to grow each day in His faith. I will help
foster in your child a love of lifelong learning and I will help equip him/her with the spiritual, intellectual,
social, emotional, and physical skills that are essential to do the Lord’s work on earth. I will integrate our
Christian beliefs in all aspects of the curriculum.
I live in Rochester with John, my husband of nearly 40 years. We are blessed with four, grown children, all
of whom are graduates of a Lutheran grade school, and who have all since graduated from college and are
employed in their respective, chosen careers.
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Preschool News
The preschool has been all a buzz lately!

Many volunteers came out on August 28th to help deep clean and ready the existing 3”s and 4’s classroom
and our new junior kindergarten room for the open house and first days of school. Many thanks to Fred
and Joyce Bane, Judy Mann, Melissa Rochford, Tommy Fallen, Jo and Sophie Tsmaidais, Emily Hartmann,
and Mary Gruber and her family.
Mary Gruber was officially installed as teacher for the inaugural year of our
Junior kindergarten program on August 28, 2016. It was such a blessing to
watch her installation ceremony and to think about all of the children that she
will help to educate and teach the word of God to. We welcome Mary and know
that this is just the beginning of many wonderful things to come for her and the
preschool.
Crown of Life is excited to welcome our new and returning preschoolers and their
families fotr the 2016/17 school year. We offer a strong academic foundation in
fun, faith based environment. Places are still available in all three programs. ‘s, Pre
K and Junior Kindergarten (Young 5) Please share this news with your family,
friends and neighbors. We are excited about continuing to grow our preschool
program and we value your testimony and recommendations. We encourage you
to like our Facebook pages (Church and Preschool) and follow our updates and
event posts.
As some of you already know our Preschool director and lead teacher Mrs. Mary Tessmer tended
her resignation last month. We congratulate Mary on her new opportunity and wish her well, praying the
Lord will continue to guide her and keep her in His loving care. We also want to thank Mary for her service in
establishing our preschool in the inaugural year. We had a fantastic first year and we are looking forward to
building upon this solid foundation.
We are delighted to report that we received our certification and are licensed to expand our preschool to
offer a Junior Kindergarten / Young 5s program being led by Mrs. Mary Gruber. If you have driven north on
Adams recently her sunny classroom window may have caught your eye.
The Council in cooperation with the Education Committee have been hard at work securing a
replacement for Mrs. Tessmer. A number of interviews have been conducted and we are very excited with
the opportunities open to us. Stay tuned for updates
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Crown Jewels Take in Arts & Apples Festival: This is the 51st year of the
Paint Creek Center of the Arts program in Rochester’s Municipal Park. It is
ranked in the top 20 fine art fairs in the U.S. The Crown Jewels are going to
meet at The Rochester Café for breakfast at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday,
September 10th. Following breakfast we will drive to Rochester High School
and catch the shuttle bus to the park (there is a small charge). We can spend
as much time as we like wandering by the booths and when you are ready
you can take the shuttle back to your car. They do ask for a “donation” to
enter the park which supports the Paint Creek Center of the Arts. There is a
signup sheet on the Crown Jewels board. If we get too tired we can always
stop and eat again (Apple pie, yummy!). See Judy Mann for questions.

"Gifts For All God's Children" Projects": We have two large projects
coming up and need donations of some items that you have at
home. Please save the inside cardboard tube from the toilet tissue
rolls and paper towel rolls. These will be turned into "party poppers"
filled with candy and a Christian message and given with the gifts we
wrap at the Christmas Workshop. Also needed are dozen size egg
cartons. This project is to make resurrection eggs for Easter. Please
put your items in the credenza tub marked "GFAGC" Projects. If you
have any questions see Judy Mann. Thanks!

Crown Jewels Visit Edsel & Eleanor Ford Home
The ladies had a wonderful time touring the Ford home. They saw
the 14 bridal gowns of the Ford women and stopped on several
other great sites on the property. They met at church at 9:30 am
and didn’t return until after 4:00 pm. Their day also included a
very nice lunch at the cafeteria there. This picture is of the
outside entrance to the home, since there was no pictures
allowed to be taken in the house.
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Announcement from Chaplain Fred
I am thoroughly enjoying our time together for
the Tour of the Bible class on
Monday evenings. However, due
to several scheduling conflicts
(vacation, Labor Day, Chaplain
Training) we will have to cancel
our class until September 26.
After that there should be no
further interruptions. I look
forward to seeing you all then.
Chaplain Fred

Crown of Life Giving 2016
Gift Offering Week Ending 9/25/2016
Current Year Week:

35

General Fund:

$16,088

Attendance:

223

General Fund Giving to date:

$132,537

Golf to support Community Ministry! Gethsemane's GoodLife
Community Partnership is sponsoring a 9 hole charity golf outing
at Hampton Golf Club, Rochester Hills, on Saturday, September
10th, 8:00 am. Registration is $45 per player. Proceeds will be
used for community outreach to youth, seniors and other
community needs. For more information visit
www.GoodLifePartnership.org. To register online, go to http://
GoodLifeScramble.eventzilla.net. For further information call
Pastor Tom Fischer, Director, at 248-495-3723.

Member/Visitor Attendance Cards
Thanks to the Crown of Life Spiritual Care committee
and our Crown Woodworkers for implementing what
we hope will be a better way to gather spiritual care
needs. Occasionally the attendance pads aren’t
distributed, or more often we’d just forget to sign it.
The attendance cards will be a more convenient way to
offer information such as communion attendance,
address and phone number changes, and also request
prayer & pastoral care. The attendance cards are two
sided—one side for members and the other side for
visitors. Now, just fill out the card-- 1 per family and
drop it in the offering plate. And don’t forget to offer a
card to visitors! Please, however be mindful that the
cards come at a cost. So we’re also providing blank
paper for note-taking and young artwork!

Max Gugel, Lisa Sage,
Rainer Hartmann, Jim Leinhos,
Keith Lemley, Tom L’Esperance,
and Gil Bachelard
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It’s Rally Day!
Come join us for Rally Day on Sunday September 11 th
at 10:30. This is the beginning of our Sunday School
year and we want to celebrate with you. Our
Preschool, K-2nd graders, 3rd-5th graders, and our
Senior Sunday Schoolers (6th-8th graders) will all meet
their teachers and engage in a fun scavenger hunt
and enjoy some cool treats. Our soon to be renamed
youth group (post confirmands) will be meeting in
their new space. We would like them to cozy in,
create a new name that represents them, and
identify some events they would like to have this
year. Keep your eye open for updates and requests
for chaperones or volunteers to give them a hand.

Crown of Life Music
Psalm 95:1
O come, let us sing unto the Lord: let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our salvation.
Summer vacation is at an end and it is time to welcome back our music ministries! Our adult choir will
resume rehearsals on Thursday, September 8th at 6:30 PM and will meet every Thursday evening. In addition
to our adult choir, plans are under way to begin a children's choir, chime ensemble, and praise team (including
singers and instrumentalists). Please contact me if you are interested in joining any of the listed groups or if
you'd like to offer solos, duets, or other music for Sunday services. I can be reached at my new email address,
which is colmusicdirector@gmail.com.
In His service,
Pia Broden Williams

Oakland County’s Brooksie Way Half Marathon and 5k race
takes place on Sunday, September 25. The course runs past
Crown of Life. COL is at the 10.5 mile marker so the runners
should be thirsty. All we need are 15 to 20 volunteers to fill
cups, hand them to the runners and clean up after. All
supplies will be provided. Please sign up in the narthex and
remember to rite down shirt size. Any question please call
Danelle Bieniek at 248-340-0879
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Mon

Tue

Wed
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Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

9

10

16

17

24

Board od
Education
5:45pm
4

5

6

7

Divine Service
9:30am
Contemporary
11:00am

8

Choir practice
6:30pm
Creative me
Time 7pm

11

12

13

Divine Service
9:30am
Contemporary
11:00am
Rally Day

18

Bible Study
9:30am

Contemporary
11:00am
BBQ

15
Art for Kids
1pm

Spiritual Care
7pm

19

20

Divine Service
9:30am
Contemporary
11:00am

25

14

21

22

23

28

29

30

Bible Study
9:30am
Council 7pm

26

27

Tour of Bible

7pm-8pm

Bible Study
9:30am

Board of
Education
5:45pm

SAVE THESE DATES: September 11 Educational Rally Day, after the 11:00 am Service
September 18th, at 10:30 am, Danelle Bieniek will give a talk about health
September 25th is Brooksie Way, see Danelle Bieniek to volunteer at the water
station and there will be ONLY one Service at 11:00 am with a BBQ afterwards
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September Worship Schedule


MUSIC DIRECTOR: Mrs. Pia Broden Williams



ALTAR GUILD: Linda Claussen and Judy Mann



CARD CARE: Billie Roffe

Date

Spiritual Care

Lay Reader

Acolyte

Ushers

Sunday, Sep 4

Dick Shore

Jo Tsamaidis

TBA

Carl and Karen Danelle
Hillenbrand
Bieniek

9:30 am

Service Tech

No 11 am Service

Sunday, Sep 4
11:00 am
Sunday, Sep 11 Mark Gugel
9:30 am

Dale
VanWulfen

Sunday, Sep 11 Danelle Bieniek contemporary

TBA

Roger Heiple
Greg Riffle

service

Danelle
Bieniek

Aiden Rochford Larry Bellore

Eric Moore

11:00 am
Sunday, Sep 18 Jim Leinhos

John Moore

Ben Gugel

9:30 am

Jeff Rickabus

Sunday, Sep 18 Gil Bachelard

contemporary

service

Gil Bachelard

11:00 am
Sunday, Sep 25 Brooksie Way

Volunteers be at Church at 7 am

No 9:30

Service

9:30 am
Sunday, Sep 25 Gil Bachelard

contemporary

service

11:00 am

You have blesses the work of his hands, and his possessions have
increased in the land Job 1:10
Heavenly Father, please bless the work of our hands. Amen

Gil Bachelard

SEPTEMBER 2016

ISSUE 9

Pastor Lemley is available by

Appointment. Please call the
church-Office 248-652-7720
Available for emergency
at anytime on his cell.
Cell 586-651-1040
Email: colpastor@aol.com
Church Office Hours
Monday thru Friday 9am– 3pm
2975 Dutton (At Adams)

Rochester Hills, Mi. 48306
crownoflifelcms@aol.com
crownpreschool@aol.com
Web Site:
www.crownoflifechurch.org

Divine Service Sunday 9:30 am
Contemporary Sunday 11:00 am
Sunday School 10:30am
Youth Group gathering 10:30 am
Tuesday Morning Bible Study 9:30 am

CROWN OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH
2975 Dutton Road (at Adams)
Rochester Hills, MI 48306

Phone: 248-652-7720

