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How do we know that God is indeed good? Take a black seed, drop in into brown soil, and behold: a green
plant grows and produces another black seed. In Deuteronomy 26, we find a liturgy for presentation of the
first-fruits, the first and finest portion of the harvest. This liturgy begins with a recounting of what God
has done for the people.
The story recalls how Abraham wandered through the desert with hope only in the promise the Lord had
made to him on a starry night. Then Abraham went into Egypt, and his children became first a great
nation and then a nation of slaves. But still hope remained because the Lord God loved the people with a
strong and stubborn love. The Israelites presented the first-fruits centuries later in thanks for all that God
had done for them and their ancestors.
Our offerings, too, are our recognition that God not only is acting in
this moment, but that God always has been faithful and continues to
bless His beloved people with all good gifts. And as we approach
Christmas we are mindful of His greatest gift of all, His only Son,
Jesus. In a similar way Jesus is God’s first-fruit. He is His best and
only Son, freely given for our salvation.
Without Jesus, there would be no Christmas, no hope, no true joy, no
forgiveness, and no eternal life. Christmas is all about the gift of
eternal life. It is all about Jesus, leaving heaven, taking on flesh, living
among us as our perfect substitute and dying our death, and rising
that, we too, may rise. But when the fullness of the time was come,
God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to
redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the
adoption of sons. Galatians 4:4-5
Our offerings, like the first-fruits, proclaim what God has done is doing now, and will continue to do for us.
Our offerings are our thanks to God for all that He has done, and continues to do for us. As we approach
Christmas, and a New Year, may we take inventory of what God has done for us, and respond in kind.
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Advent, Christmas, and New Year’s Worship Services
As was printed in last month’s publication, Crown has entered into a shared worship schedule with Living
Word, Good Shepherd of Lake Orion, and Holy Cross of Oxford. We recognize that there is a little extra
travel involved, but our hope is that we can look past that and come together as the body of Christ for
these special worship opportunities.
The thought process was to get more worship participants; get our circuit members to meet one another;
and to experience and see the worship centers and ministry campuses of other churches in our circuit.
Crown hosted Thanksgiving Eve and we were blessed with an attendance of 77. Living Word will host the
first midweek Advent service on December 5th on our campus. Good Shepherd, Lake Orion will host
December 12th, and Holy Cross, Oxford will host December 19th.
Each evening will begin at 6:00 p.m. with a potluck supper and fellowship, and worship will follow at 7:00
p.m. We hope that you will consider bringing a dish to share, and meeting your fellow brothers and sisters
in Christ; and then be fed spiritually. Good Shepherd is located at 1950 S. Baldwin Rd, Lake Orion, MI
48360. Holy Cross is located at 136 S. Washington St. Oxford, MI 48371.
Our regular Sunday worship times will remain in force during December. Christmas Eve at Crown will be
at 4:00 p.m. There will be no Christmas Day service. And New Years Eve will be celebrated in our 9:00
a.m. worship service on December 30th. Please make note of these special worship opportunities and plan
to join us. We would also encourage you to bring a friend or two.

Sunday Fellowship and Bible Class
Fellowships will continue through the month of December. On December 2nd following fellowship, our
Bible study will be on the “Symbols of Christmas”. December 9th will be our Voters’ Meeting. December
16th, a German Christmas sing-a-long. We ask you to bring a plate of your favorite Christmas treats and
join us for singing of carols in German and English. December 23rd, we’ll take a look at the Christmas
story, and December 30th, a time of fellowship. Bible Class will resume in January.

Poinsettias
Again this year, our Christmas poinsettias will be supplied by Sherwood Forest. They are
planted in a 7-inch pot can be purchased for $12.00. Cash or check made out to “Crown
of Life Lutheran Church” are acceptable. Envelopes with order forms are displayed in
the Narthex. Deadline to order is Sunday, December 9th. Feel free to take your plant
home after Christmas.
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Community Engagement
GFAGC Christmas Program
This is the time of year that we supply at-risk children with
Christmas gifts. Crown of Life’s members have been very supportive
by taking a child’s “Wish List” of gifts and shopping and wrapping
these presents. Remember, if you pulled an ID tag from the Gifts
For All God's Children Christmas tree, then your Christmas gifts are
due Sunday, December 2nd. Gifts must be wrapped with the GFAGC
tags loosely attached to the package. Thank you for sharing the love
of Christ and bringing joy and hope to less fortunate families!

Veteran’s Day Concert
During our Veteran's Day
Concert, we were blessed by voices
consisting of combined choirs from
Crown of Life Lutheran Church,
First Congregational Church of
Clarkston, and Living Word
Lutheran Church under the
direction of Pia Broden Williams
and Glenn Holcomb. Thank you
for a wonderful performance! God
bless our Veterans!

Christmas Tree decorating
Thank you to everyone who helped decorate the Christmas tree and in areas throughout the church. We
are now ready for the season of Advent! Please mark your calendars for January 12th at 11:00 a.m., which
is when we will need help putting decorations away.
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Care for Members

Confirmation/Pre-Confirmation:
Every month, the two groups
come together for confirmation
class. After class they help get to
know each other and enjoy teambuilding games and exercises.
Crown Jewels December Event - Wrapping Gifts for “GFAGC”: The Crown Jewels
ladies group will wrap Christmas gifts at the new Gift’s For All God’s Children
workshop located at 51220 Van Dyke, Shelby Twp, 48316. We will work on Tuesday,
December 4th from 10:00 a.m. until noon. Following that, Jane Baum has invited
everyone to lunch at her house.
Youth December Event: Youth will have their Christmas Party on December 9th. It
will be held at Crown of Life and will run from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The students
would need to bring a $10 gender-neutral gift for a gift exchange game! The other
thing that I would like to mention is that I could use a couple of parent volunteers to
help with the food for the event. I would also need some help setting up the food as
well. If you are willing to help, please let me know by email at abriggs@livword.net
or by cell at 586-623-2537. ~Your Local, Friendly Youth Director, Andrew Briggs
Crown of Life Men’s Ministry: Greetings Men. I will be heading up the men’s ministry we are starting at
Crown of Life. The Men’s Ministry is gathering a group of men who get together for fellowship, prayer,
and small group study on men’s issues. It’s a place where we can build our relationships with one another.
Sharpen one another. Proverbs 27:17 “As iron sharpens iron, so
one person sharpens another.” How do we sharpen one another?
That is a great question. Come join the Men’s Ministry in January
and find out. Men’s ministry is open to anyone 18 years and older
(out of high school). Look for updates in the bulletin and on the
worship screens and come join us in January. You can reach me at 586-214-0838 and at
bkpiasecki@comcast.net for questions, comments, or to chat. ~Bryan Piasecki
Congregational Voter’s Meeting: Mark your calendars for our next voter's meeting. This
will take place on Sunday, December 9th in the Fellowship Hall following worship
service. During the meeting, we will receive an update on the Pastoral Call process, be
given a presentation of the budget, as well as the slate of officers.
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Preschool News

Greetings from Preschool! We have had a blessed Fall season with a flurry of activity and learning taking
place. Just check us out on Facebook at Crown of Life Lutheran Church & Preschool
(@crownoflifelutheran). You will see all the fun we have been having!
November was a busy month with successful parent-teacher conferences early in the month. Thank you to
the parents and all the support they offer! We also had our Thanksgiving Feast party! We had turkey,
cornbread, cookies, mashed potatoes, and juice boxes. Then, we were busy making turkeys, making turkey
hats, searching for corn kernels in our sand table, and so much more.
At the end of November, Miss Catherine Purcell joined us as our new assistant teacher in the preschool!
We are so excited to have Miss Purcell with us. Many of you already know Catherine as she is a confirmed
member here at Crown of Life, has volunteered with VBS in the past, and you’ll see her smiling face when
the choir sings on Sunday during worship. She is a student at Oakland University and is very excited to
work for her home church! Welcome Catherine!
As we reflect on how God has blessed us at Thanksgiving time, I cannot help but praise Him and give God
the glory. Our preschool continues to be a success with extremely supportive parents who stepped in to
help when I was without an assistant and are always willing to help out anyway they can. God continues
to grow our preschool with two new students joining in December. We welcome Jack to our three-year-old
class, and we welcome Anthony to our four-year-old class. I am in awe and am humbled as I watch how
God is working behind the scenes, so that Crown can bring Jesus to these little children and their families.
I cannot wait to see what 2019 will bring.
As 2019 approaches, we will begin gearing up for our 2019-2020 school year registration. If you know of
anybody who has a 3-5 year old child, please share with them about our program. Dates for registration
will be in the January newsletter, as well as in the church bulletin and Friday email blast. Also, I welcome
your continued prayers and support of the preschool!
In His Service,
Mrs. Allison Piasecki and Miss Catherine Purcell
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Calendar
Be sure to check out our website calendar for all upcoming events and activities!
www.crownolifechurch.org

December 2018
Date/Time

Spiritual Care

Lay Reader

Service Technician

Usher

Sun, Dec 2
9:00 a.m.

Mark Werling

Karen Hart

Nick Werling

Roger Heiple

Wed, Dec 5
7:00 p.m.

N/A

N/A

Jim Leinhos

N/A

Sun, Dec 9
9:00 a.m.

Dick Shore

Don Pell

Aiden Rochford

Don Pell

Sun, Dec 16
9:00 a.m.

Jim Leinhos

Charlotte
Bachelard

Rainer Hartmann

Fred Bane

Sun, Dec 23
9:00 a.m.

Dick Shore

Terry Lowry

Aiden Rochford

Jeff Rickabus

Mon, Dec 24
4:00 p.m.

Mark Gugel
Dick Shore

Pastor Otten

Aiden Rochford

OPEN

Sun, Dec 30
9:00 a.m.

Mark Werling

Joyce Bane

Nick Werling

Roger Heiple

Altar Guild: Anita Shore
Card Care: Karen Hart

Happy Birthday!
December 1
December 2
December 12
December 15
December 22
December 22

Steve Leichtman
Elizabeth Bellore
Sandi Kay
Mark Gugel
Mandy Purcell
Mindy Purcell

Happy Anniversary!
December 2 Gil & Charlotte Bachelard
December 27 Rainer & Tammy Hartmann
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INTENTIONAL INTERIM PASTOR Reverend Norm Koy
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT Melissa Rochford Bachelard
OFFICE ASSISTANT Karen Hart
MUSIC DIRECTOR/TEACHER Pia Broden Williams
PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR Allison Piasecki

248-652-7720
office@crownoflifechurch.org
preschool@crownoflifechurch.org
www.crownoflifechurch.org
@crownoflifelutheran
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

PRESCHOOL ASSISTANT Catherine Purcell
CUSTODIAN Donita Laessle

Weekly Ministries
Worship Service - Sundays at 9:00 a.m.
Christian Education for All Ages - Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
Weekday Adult Bible Study - Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.
Choir Practice - Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.

*** Deadline for submitting articles for the following
monthly newsletter is the 23rd of every month.

2975 Dutton Road (at Adams)
Rochester Hills, MI 48306

To joyfully introduce people to
Jesus Christ, the Lord of Life.

Our Mission
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