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Dear Friends in Christ,
Besides welcoming the start of a new year we also welcome the season of Epiphany. The word “Epiphany”
comes from a Greek word, meaning to “reveal” or “make known.” The season of Epiphany is our time to focus
on the revelation of “who” Jesus is: both true God and man. Epiphany is celebrated on January 6. Epiphany is
best known as the visit of the wise men to the child, Jesus. These men of renown acknowledged that this child
was indeed the Christ, the Son of God.
At Crown we will also have a making known or revealing at the start of the year, as we gather together the
leadership to review and begin to strategize how we can implement the findings of our Stratop process that
took place a year ago. Combining the Intentional Interim process with the Stratop process will indeed be an
exciting and challenging time at Crown. Your patience, but especially your daily prayers for guidance and
discernment will be greatly appreciated. You will be updated as our progress continues.

Dear Crown Family,

Gale and I were humbled by your kindness and generosity this Christmas Season.
It was truly an unexpected gift. Thank you for warmly welcoming us into your
family and for expressing your appreciation of my ministry among you in this
special way. It is a joy to serve with you! I echo the words of the Apostle Paul: “I thank my God every time I
remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in the
gospel from the first day until now, 6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry
it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” Phil. 1: 3-6

Warmly, PK and Gale
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Preschool
Mary Gruber, Director and Lead Teacher
Juliana Liu, Assistant
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Significance of the New Aisle Candle Stands for Crown of Life Lutheran Church
Candles have always symbolized Jesus Christ as the Light of the World. Aisle candles
give us the added symbolism of Jesus, the Light, being in our midst. And these new ones give us
added safety, convenience and meaning.
Aside from the added convenience of using safer liquid paraffin in refillable canisters
which allows the candles to burn up to 25 hours, the new aisle candle stands were designed with
some meaningful symbolism.
The lower portion of the candle stand is fashioned into a Roman column, a reminder of
the time when Jesus, Emmanuel— “God With us” walked on this earth under the rule of the
Roman Empire. “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of
woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive
adoption as sons.” Gal 4:4-5
Each candle stand is adorned in the midsection with 4 brass plates. As the worshippers
enter the sanctuary the symbol of Christ, Chi-Rho, appears on the front face of the candle stand.
Chi and Rho are the first two letters (ΧΡ) of "Christ" in Greek ΧΡΙΣΤΟΣ (Christos). Sometimes it
is called the Monogram of Christ or Chrismon or Labarum. The Chi-Rho is shown with the
Greek letters Alpha (A) and Omega (Ω), the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. In
Revelation 22:13, Jesus refers to himself, "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last,
the Beginning and the End." We come to worship the one eternal God, with an attitude of
growing our faith and relationship with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. “Draw near to God and
He will draw near to you.” James 4:8

Each side of the candle stand midsection portrays a cross, silhouetted to reveal its wooden
material. The cross is the symbol of the Father’s grace— His undeserved love for us and Jesus’
ultimate sacrifice. The two crosses face the congregation, symbolic that Jesus’ sacrifice was
personal—He died for you and me. We relate to each other as equals in God’s eyes, having been
fully redeemed, saved by the power of the cross. “For the word of the cross is folly to those who
are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” I Cor 1:18
The upper portion of the candle stand is fashioned into a taper and cut with 3 spirals
significant to the Holy Trinity. The upward spirals serve as a reminder of our call to pray, praise
and give thanks to God. “Let my prayer be counted as incense before you, and the lifting up of
my hands as the evening sacrifice!” Psalm 141:2
The crown above the spiraled taper serves to symbolize the ultimate gift of salvation
through faith in Jesus. “Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.” Rev. 2:10
The lighted candle is a physical reminder that Jesus is the Light of the world, “Again Jesus spoke
to them, saying, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the
light of life.’” John 8:12
When the candles are extinguished and the worshippers depart the sanctuary to enter the mission field,
the back plate on the candle stand displays the ancient oil lamp symbolic of the fact that we take the Light of
Jesus with us everywhere we go. “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do
people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same
way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father
who is in heaven.” Matthew 5:14-16
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Crown Jewels Events for January:

- Ladies, it is that time of year again! It’s January and that means Bocce Ball. This seems
to be the one activity that we never get tired of repeating. Possibly because we continue to
play so badly that we just concentrate on having fun and enjoying each other’s company.
We are scheduled to play on Monday, January 22nd at 11:00 a.m. at Palazzo di Bocce at
4291 S. Lapeer Rd in Lake Orion. At about 12:30 p.m. we will have lunch. The signup
sheet is on the Crown Jewels Board.
- Our Planning Potluck is scheduled for Saturday, January 13 at noon. As always please
bring a dish to share and any ideas you have for outings during the first half of 2018! The signup is on our
Board.
"Gifts For All God's Children" Thanks Crown- Thank you to everyone who
took a child's tag off the Christmas tree and purchased gifts for them! GFAGC
would not be able to help the children that they receive requests from each year
without the support of churches like Crown of Life. This year we were able to
give Christmas gifts to 25 children who might not have received anything for
Christmas. You made these children very happy! Also, a special thank you to
Edwina Griem and Charlotte Bachelard for being in char ge of this event.
Woman
Of the

Congratulations to Joyce Bane as Crown of Life’s “Woman of the Year.”
Thank you , Joyce, for your willingness to serve our Lord. The luncheon to honor Joyce is March 20, 2018. Please mark your 2018 calendar.

Year
Stroller Strides: This gr oup uses our nar thex on
Tuesdays &Thursdays. Stroller Strides ® is a 60 minute
total fitness program that moms can do with their babies. It
includes power walking and intervals of strength and body
toning exercises; taught by certified and specially trained
fitness instructors. These sessions will be held indoors until
the weather breaks into spring.

Cleaning Help Needed: Anyone inter ested in cleaning Cr own of Life Chur ch
and Preschool one day a week with flexible hours, please contact the office at
248-652-7720 or office@crownoflifechurch.org.

Tuesday Morning Bible Study: Our fir st session is J anuar y
9 at 9:30 a.m. which is entitled “Ten Parables of Jesus.”
Experience 10 parables told by Jesus, set in various locations in
Israel. Each week we focus on a different parable. All are
welcome any Tuesday from 9:30-11:00 a.m. We meet in the
fellowship hall.
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19th Larry & Jane Baum

1st Kim Riffle
11th Tim Purcell
11th Emily Hartmann

12th Ben Gugel
16th Rick Hart
17th Eric Moore
20th Emerson Straub
21st Caren L’Esperance
22nd Anita Shore
31st Sherry Fallon
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January
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

12

13

Happy

Choir 6:30 p.m.

New Year

7

8

Divine Service
9:30 a.m.
Voters
Meeting

14

Divine Service
9:30 a.m.

Divine Service
9:30 a.m.
Preschool
sings

11
Choir 6:30 p.m.

Crown Jewels
Planning
Potluck

7 p.m. Spiritual
Care Meeting

Noon

15

16

17

18

19

No Preschool

9:30 a.m. Bible
Study

.

Choir 6:30 p.m.

Art for Kids
1:30 p.m.

23

24

25

26

9:30 a.m. Bible
Study

Newsletter
Deadline

Choir 6:30 p.m

Preschool
Field Trip

22

Divine Service Crown Jewels
Bocce Ball
9:30 a.m.
Trinity Men’s
11 a.m.
Chorus

28

10

9:30 a.m. Bible
Study

MLK Day

21

9

29

20

7 p.m. Council
Meeting

27

7 p.m. Strat Op
Meeting

30

31

9:30 a.m. Bible
Study

Community Connection: Stroller Strides ( every T & Th), Christian Art for Kids (19th), Cub Scout Pinewood
Derby weigh in (24th) and race (26 th).
Special events: Trinity Men’s Chorus (21st),Lutheran Schools Week (22-26), Preschool Sings (28th)
Preschool: Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day-No Preschool (15th), Preschool field trip (26th) and sings (28th)
Newsletter Deadline: January 24th!
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Sunday,

Spiritual Care

Lay Reader

Acolyte

Ushers

Jim Leinhos

Mary Gruber

Cole Rochford

Carl and Karen John Gruber
Hillenbrand

Mark Werling

Grant Werling

Mark Gugel

Dale Van
Wulfen

January 7

Service Tech

9:30 a.m.
Sunday,

Roger Heiple

Rainer
Hartmann

Larry Bellore

Gil Bachelard

January 14
9:30 a.m.
Sunday,
January 21

Aiden
Rochford

Jeff Rickabus

9:30 a.m.

Jim Leinhos

Sunday,

John Moore

Don Pell
Fred Bane

January 28

Danelle
Bieniek

9:30 a.m.



MUSIC DIRECTOR: Mrs. Pia Broden Williams

ALTAR GUILD: Charlotte Bachelard & Melissa Rochford CARD CARE: Judy Mann

Please mark your calendar that a Special Voter Meeting has been set for Sunday, January 7, 2018,
following worship.
The purpose of this meeting is to seek approval of a plan relating to the usage of Crown of Life Lutheran
Church (COL) by Living Word Lutheran Church (LW).

At our December 3rd Annual Voter meeting, under New Business, the voters were informed of a recent
contact from Living Word about using our facilities. A February 1 closing date is set for LW and the
purchaser. That arrangement states 30 days occupancy following closing.

At the time of the Dec. 3 Voter Meeting, Council had just met with LW to
understand their specific needs and to ask questions. During the
intervening weeks, Council has met to define the COL position and this was
presented to LW this past week.
The January 7th meeting will bring the COL members up to date. LW will
hold their own voter meeting on that day too.
This potential relationship impacts all at Crown of Life. We hope that you can be in attendance.
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Divine Service Sunday 9:30 a.m.

Church Office Hours
Monday thru Friday 9 a.m.– 3 p.m.
2975 Dutton (At Adams)
Rochester Hills, Mi. 48306
Phone: 248-652-7720
office@crownoflifechurch.org

Sunday School and Youth 10:45 a.m.
Morning Bible Study Tuesdays 9:30 a.m.
Choir Practice Thursdays 6:30 p.m.

preschool@crownoflifechurch.org
www.crownoflifechurch.org

Voter Meeting Jan. 7

January
OUR MISSION
Crown of Life Lutheran Church exists to joyfully introduce people to Jesus Christ, the
Lord of Life and assist them to build their lives
on Him as their sure foundation.

