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Oh Give Thanks Unto the Lord
It’s hard to believe that we are already approaching November. It seems like just yesterday that I
accepted the Intentional Interim position, and here it is a year. I thank God for the partnership we share
in “joyfully introducing people to Jesus, the Lord of Life.” Much has been accomplished and there is still
more to do, but in either case, we have good reasons to be grateful. I hope that you will make time to be in
worship on Thanksgiving Eve to spend dedicated time in worship, praise and thanksgiving to God, who
graciously blesses us with” every good gift and every perfect gift…” James 1:17.

Setting aside a special time for giving thanks has a long history. Noah built an altar and gave thanks when
they exited the Ark. The Children of Israel gave thanks when they safely crossed the Red Sea. Throughout
Old Testament times God’s people regularly gave thanks. In the New Testament people gave thanks,
especially Jesus. On the occasion of the miraculous feeding of the 4,000 we read: He took the seven loaves
and the fish, and having given thanks he broke them and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave
them to the crowds. Matthew 15:36. On the night He was betrayed, when He celebrated His final supper,
Scripture tells us: And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, and they all drank
of it. Mark 14:23. If Jesus could give thanks at times like these, we can certainly give thanks to God no
matter what circumstances we are going through.
So this Thanksgiving, take time when you gather together with family and friends not just to eat, watch
football, and spend time visiting; but also make every effort to spend time in personal thanks with your
families for all the blessings of body and soul that our gracious Lord has showered upon you.
Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever!

1 Chronicles 16:34
Sing praises to the Lord, O you his saints, and give thanks to his holy name.

Psalm 30:4
Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

1 Thessalonians 5:18
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Holiday Worship Schedules
We are trying something “new” this year. I know in the past you have shared services with Gethsemane,
but this year, the “new” is, we are sharing services with Living Word; Good Shepherd, Lake Orion; and
Holy Cross, Oxford.
We will host Thanksgiving Eve at 7:00 p.m. Then each of the three midweek Advent services will be
hosted in turn by Living Word (Dec. 5th), Good Shepherd (Dec. 12th), and Holy Cross (Dec. 19th). We are
trying this in an effort to boost worship attendance, not only at Crown, but at the other locations. Our
average worship attendance on midweek Advents, checking back to 2013, averaged 15. It is true, “For
where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.” (Matthew 18:20) but the impact of
worship is always greater when more voices are joined together in praise and celebration. So by combining
with these three churches, we hope to at least double the worship experience. On a side note, since we have
started sharing ministries with these churches, 18 youth have been gathering together for youth ministry
events.
By sharing these services it also allows us the opportunity to meet and gather with our fellow brothers and
sisters in our North Oakland Circuit. In addition to meeting fellow believers, it also affords the
opportunity to see each other’s campus and worship center. Too often we live in “our own little world”
and focus on our own situations, without experiencing what is around us. “And they devoted themselves
to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers” Acts 2:42. By
sharing these services it also opens us up to our fellow pastors and their preaching styles.
You have heard the joke, “How many Lutherans does it take to change a light bulb?” Answer, “change?”
Change is not always easy but without change many of the modern conveniences we have would not be
around. Without change we would be doing the same things and getting the same results, which is not
necessarily positive.
I realize that some of you will not be pleased with this schedule, but I ask you to not categorically “write
it off”, but prayerfully consider the few reasons I gave you for this adventure, and your willingness to join
together as the body of Christ. Yes, there is a bit more travel, but each congregation is traveling at least
three times, Crown is only traveling twice as we have both our service and Living Word’s here. Finally,
each congregation is hosting one service, so someone can’t say, “Why do they have more than we do?”
Thank you in advance for your understanding and cooperation. The pastors are very excited about this
venture, and we hope you are, too.
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Community Engagement
Blessing of the Pets

Veteran’s Day Concert
Join us on Friday, November 9th at 7:00 p.m. for a
Veteran's Musical Tribute at Crown of Life Lutheran Church and Preschool.
Under the direction of Pia Broden Williams and Glen Holcomb,
the choirs of Crown of Life Lutheran Church, First Congregational Church
of Clarkston, and Living Word Lutheran Church will come together
for this unique performance, followed by an afterglow.
This is a FREE event! All are welcome!
Ways you can honor a Veteran
Pray for them!
Tell a Veteran “thank you for your service” and shake their hand.
Attend a Veteran’s Day event to show support.
Ask a Veteran about their time in the military and really listen to the answer.
Hang a flag in your yard.
Pay for their meal.
Take flowers to a Veterans’ memorial.
Teach someone (a child, a friend, a neighbor) what it means to be a Veteran.
Share your respect and gratitude on social media.
Resolve to honor a Vet when it’s not Veteran’s Day.
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Ring the Bell for The Salvation Army: Crown will once again participate in the Salvation
Army’s Red Kettle program at the Kroger’s located at Adams and Silverbell. We are scheduled
to ring on Friday, November 30th. Please consider volunteering with a partner for a 1-hr
block. A sign-up sheet is posted in the narthex.

Care for Members
“Member Care” Action Team - Household Surveys: Change in deadline for updated directory.
If you haven't received a “Household Survey” (available in the office) or returned a
completed one please help us out by doing one for your family. We can't complete the
directory without this information. Also, your help will save us from making individual
phone calls. With the approaching holidays we are now hoping for the updated directory to be ready in
the new year. Please help us out by putting this on your “to do list” if you haven't already taken care of
it. Thanks! The Member Care Committee
Crown Jewels November Event: Mark your calendar for Monday, November 5th for our
trip to the Holocaust Memorial Center in Farmington Hills. We will carpool from the
church parking lot, leaving at 11:15 a.m. The cost of admission is $8 for adults ($6
seniors 62 years & older). Large bags, beverages, food, flash photography and recording
devises are not permitted. We will have lunch at an area restaurant after our tour. See
Judy Mann 248-860-0913 with questions.
Youth November Event: Greetings Youth! Our next youth
activity is coming up on Sunday, November 18th at 6:00 p.m.! We
will be doing an Escape Room. For those that have not heard of
this before, an Escape Room is a themed room filled with puzzles
that you have to solve in order to exit the room and you are given one hour to solve the room. If we have
enough kids attend the event we would be able to do an Escape Room competition! We would have two
separate groups go into separate rooms and see who could escape first! As of right now, the cost for the
event would be $25 per student, but I am trying to work out a deal with the Escape Room for a lower cost.
The Escape Room location we would be going to is Michigan Escape Room at 27 Mile and Van Dyke, in
Washington Township. I am trying to get a estimate headcount for the event, so I would appreciate if
those who plan on attending the event would RSVP to me ASAP! You can reach me by email at
abriggs@livword.net or by cell at 586-623-2537. ~Your Local, Friendly Youth Director, Andrew Briggs

Crown of Life Men’s Ministry: Greetings Men. I just wanted to
introduce myself. My name is Bryan Piasecki. My wife and kids
and I recently joined the family here at Crown of Life Lutheran
Church and Preschool in June. I will be heading up the men’s
ministry we are starting at Crown of Life. The Men’s Ministry is gathering together a group of men who
get together for fellowship, prayer, and small group study on men’s issues. It’s a place where we can build
our relationships with one another. Sharpen one another. Proverbs 27:17 “As iron sharpens iron, so one
person sharpens another.” How do we sharpen one another? That is a great question. Come join the
Men’s Ministry in January and find out. Men’s ministry is open to anyone 18 years and older (out of high
school). Look for updates in the bulletin and on the worship screens and come join us in January. You
can reach me at 586-214-0838 and at bkpiasecki@comcast.net for questions, comments, or to chat.
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Preschool News

LEFT: We practiced writing
our letters in colored sand!
RIGHT: Two students
practicing their counting and
one-to-one correspondence with
apple trees and apple erasers.

LEFT: Preschoolers have been
taking advantage of the
beautiful weather and the piles
of leaves outside. They love to
make a big pile and jump in!

RIGHT: Preschoolers learn
best using their five senses.
Here is an example of our
sensory table for October. We
have all types of fun Fall items
in the table for them to explore
with their senses.

LEFT: We found out whether
apples sink or float! We tried
other things too like a marker
and a crayon!
RIGHT: Here is a student who
put here apples in number
order and then colored them in
a pattern.
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LEFT: Exploring leaves with
our really cool light table!
RIGHT: Working together is
fun when you can make a
tower as tall as you!

LEFT: We are learning our
shapes and how to follow
directions to make a project.
Here is a student who made
her pig out of shapes, and then
added hair, a mouth, and a
dress for her pig!
RIGHT: Two students sorting
out the shape of the day –
triangles!

LEFT: Preschool weighed and
measured how tall their apples
were with cubes.
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Calendar
Be sure to check out our website calendar for all upcoming events and activities!
www.crownolifechurch.org

November 2018
Date/Time

Spiritual Care

Lay Reader

Service Technician

Usher

Sun, Nov 4
9:00 a.m.

Mark Gugel

Joyce Bane

Rainer Hartmann

Roger Heiple

Sun, Nov 11
9:00 a.m.

Mark Werling

Don Pell

Nick Werling

Don Pell

Sun, Nov 18
9:00 a.m.

Jim Leinhos

Karen Hart

Danelle Bieniek

Fred Bane

Wed, Nov 21
7:00 p.m.

Mark Gugel

Dale VanWulfen

Sophie Gugel

Fred Bane &
Don Pell

Sun, Nov 25
9:00 a.m.

Dick Shore

Terry Lowry

Aiden Rochford

Jeff Rickabus

Altar Guild: Joyce Bane
Card Care: Claire Leichtman

“This is the day
that the Lord
has made;
let us rejoice
and be glad
in it.”
Psalm 118:24

Happy Birthday!
November 5
November 21
November 23
November 27

Mary Purcell
Dale VanWulfen
Beth Moore
Linda Claussen

“For I know
the plans I have
for you,
declares the Lord,
plans for welfare
and not for evil,
to give you
a future
and a hope.”
Jeremiah 29:11
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INTENTIONAL INTERIM PASTOR Reverend Norm Koy
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT Melissa Rochford Bachelard
OFFICE ASSISTANT Karen Hart
MUSIC DIRECTOR/TEACHER Pia Broden Williams
PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR Allison Piasecki

248-652-7720
office@crownoflifechurch.org
preschool@crownoflifechurch.org
www.crownoflifechurch.org
@crownoflifelutheran
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

PRESCHOOL ASSISTANT Catherine Purcell
CUSTODIAN Donita Laessle

Weekly Ministries
Worship Service - Sundays at 9:00 a.m.
Christian Education for All Ages - Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
Weekday Adult Bible Study - Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.
Choir Practice - Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.

*** Deadline for submitting articles for the following
monthly newsletter is the 23rd of every month.

2975 Dutton Road (at Adams)
Rochester Hills, MI 48306

To joyfully introduce people to
Jesus Christ, the Lord of Life.

Our Mission

November Newsletter
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