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We continue to seek God’s direction for Crown, but this process is slow, and there are still areas
that require our attention. And one of those areas regards our stewardship (managing) of what
God has entrusted to us.
It is hard to move forward in ministry when we do not have adequate financial resources. We
continue to fall behind budget at a rate of $1,000/month. We are also in the predicament of having
most of our budget go for campus and personnel needs, which puts us at a loss for expanding
ministries, especially reaching out to the community with the saving news of Jesus.
So you may be asking yourself, “Why should I give to Crown of Life Lutheran Church and
Preschool?” That is a valid question. Let me answer that for you.
Crown is more than a charitable institution. It is a spiritual community that has a specific mission
that is essential to God’s plan to “make disciples of all nations”. Therefore, we do not give to the
‘church’ Crown, but we give to God in grateful response to what He has given to us. Furthermore,
giving to God through Crown is a joyful privilege. God uses your gifts to make an eternal
difference in people’s lives.
In my daily reading of the Bible I was reading Haggai and the rebuilding of the temple. The
Israelites were in want because they were giving more attention to building their houses then they
were God’s temple. Today, we live in a time where we have more personal riches per capita than
most of the countries in the world. We are blessed with much material wealth, yet the church,
including Crown goes begging.
Haggai chapter 1:7 says, “give careful thought to your ways”. We need to examine how we live.
Literally translated the Lord wants us to “put our heart over our ways”. In order to put our heart
over our ways, we need to give up fear. And the Lord helps us with that. He says in chapter 2: 4
“take courage for I am with you.” The work of getting people to come to Jesus is hard work. But
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we have the power and presence of the Holy Spirit with us. And with His power we joyfully give
in response to His many blessings to us.
Giving to the Lord’s mission is good for you. Through your offering you enable Crown to provide
worship and other ministry services to you. You are making an important investment for future
generations, and the community families around us. But best of all, you are showing your
gratitude and trust not only in words but also in action. God promises to bless those who put their
heart over their ways. Mal. 3: 10 “Bring the full tithes into my storehouse…thereby put me to the
test says the Lord of Hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for
you an overflowing blessing.”

As we approach a new budget year, we recognize the fact that we all have more requests for
financial help than we can support. So we encourage you to prayerfully consider your current level
of giving, and challenge yourself to grow by taking a step forward in faith. Some of you give by
proportion others of you by percentage. Whatever your method we hope this chart will challenge
and encourage you to grow in cheerful giving as we “joyfully introduce people to Jesus, the Lord
of Life.”
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Community Engagement
Brooksie Way Water Station
Thank you to the Crown of Life Lutheran Church and Preschool water station volunteers for keeping
everyone hydrated at the corner of Dutton Road and Adams Road! And congratulations to Pia for
participating!

Blessing of the Pets
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Care for Members
“Member Care” Action Team
The following two groups need volunteers from our congregation. Both provide support for
our members during times when they need assistance.
FEEDING THE FLOCK
This group has been providing food for funerals, those returning home after a
hospital stay or other reasons. We provide the evening meal every other day until
it’s no longer needed. It doesn’t even have to be homemade; a pre-made meal
from Boston Market is delicious! The people in need just appreciate not having to
prepare something. Call Judy Mann 248-860-0913 with questions. Please sign up
on the narthex bulletin board under “Member Care” if you can help!
CROWN CABBIES
We have tried to simplify this process but still make it accessible to
any member who may need it. There are times when things come up
and we may not have family or friends available to take us to an
appointment or pick up a prescription for us. In the event of an
unplanned emergency, we would like to create a list of volunteers who
will help. This list will be printed in the newsletter and when a
member needs help they could call to see if someone is available. Of course, everyone has their own
appointments and activities so the more volunteers that sign up, the more likely someone will be available.
The Crown Cabbies signup is also on the narthex bulletin board under “Member Care”. Please sign up!
We may not be needed but it would mean a lot if we are!

Crown Jewels
OCTOBER EVENT
“Afternoon Tea and Movie” at Crown at 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 24th. Join us for finger
sandwiches, tea (ok, coffee too!) and to watch Oceans Eight in the fellowship room. Following our
afternoon’s entertainment, we will enjoy a pork dinner with all the trimmings at
Howarth Methodist Church (550 E. Silverbell) at 4:30 p.m. The $13 supports their
mission outreach. The signup sheet is on the Crown Jewels Board.
NOVEMBER EVENT
Mark your calendar for Monday, November 5th for our trip to the Holocaust Memorial
Center in Farmington Hills. We will carpool from the church parking lot, leaving at
9:30 a.m. The cost of admission is $8 for adults ($6 seniors 62 years & older). Large bags, beverages, food,
flash photography and recording devises are not permitted. We will have lunch at an area restaurant after
our tour. See Judy Mann 248-860-0913 with questions.
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Communication
Call Committee Update
With Pastor Koy's guidance and having completed the work of the StratOP to prepare Crown for the
future, the Call Committee has initiated the Call process with the Michigan District to request candidates
for a full-time Pastor at Crown of Life. In addition, any member of Crown of Life can submit the name of
a Pastoral candidate for consideration, and members do not need to contact that candidate ahead of time.
The Michigan District will handle those formalities for us. Please submit candidate names to the church
office or contact our Call Committee chair, Jim Leinhos (techservant@crownoflifechurch.org). We
appreciate the continued efforts of the Call Committee and ask for your prayers that the Holy Spirit would
lead us to His choice of our future shepherd. For information on the Call committee progress, feel free to
talk to any of the call committee members, Fred & Joyce Bane, Dick & Anita Shore, Richard Hart, Bryan
Piasecki, Tammy Hartmann, and Jim & Linda Leinhos.

Nomination Time
As the end of the year approaches and a new year is on the horizon, it is again time to nominate and elect
officers and board members. Our Constitution states: “Members of the Congregation shall conform their
entire lives to the rule of God’s Word….Members of this Congregation should be readily available for
service in the kingdom of Christ within and beyond the Congregation and provide for the proper Christian
training of their children.”

We are in need of readily available members for service in the Kingdom. From the time that Pastor Koy
has been here, we have been operating, with permission from the Voters, outside of the Constitution
parameters. Our officers and board members are elected to a one-year term and may succeed themselves
in the same office for an additional year. However, we have had officers serving more than the allowed 2
terms.
We would ask you to prayerfully consider your name for nomination to the following offices or boards:
President, Vice President (currently vacant), Secretary, and Treasurer; Board of Outreach (vacant), Board
of Spiritual Care, Board of Mission Ministry (vacant), Board of Youth/Education (vacant), Board of
Stewardship (vacant), Board of Properties.
It will be difficult for us to secure a full-time pastor when our house is not in order. This does not send a
positive message that we are a church that is organized and engaged in ministry.
Please prayerfully consider the talents God has given you, and prayerfully consider how you can use those
talents to make a positive impact on the growth of the Kingdom. It is our prayer that you will be eager to
submit your name into nomination or say “yes” when approached by members of the nomination
committee.
Mk. 10:45 “For even as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a
ransom for many.” May we, too, be ready to serve our Lord for the honor of joyfully introducing people
to Jesus, the Lord of Life.
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Facility Enhancements
Crown Lighting

Grounds Cleanup

Special thanks to Joe
Bieniek, Jim Leinhos, and
Melissa Rochford for
helping to replace all the
bulbs above the altar
with brighter, more
efficient LEDs, as well as
dusting the cobwebs.

Thank you to those
who helped tidy up
some rough spots
on the church
property! Some
holes in the grass
were
filled,
reducing a tripping
hazard.
Sticks
were cleared. And
flower beds were
weeded.
Among
other things.

Crown Trivia: Do you know how many
light bulbs are in the lighted crown? Find
the answer at the end of the newsletter.

Adopt A Road
We collected a dozen bags of garbage along
Dutton Road, thanks to all the helpers!

Thank You,
Sherwood
Forest!
Thank you to
Carol & Dwight
Thomas
and
Sherwood Forest
f o r
t h e
landscaping
improvements
around the church
grounds. It looks
amazing!
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Preschool News
God has continued to bless Crown of Life Preschool with a wonderful start to the school year! Your
prayers and help with promoting the preschool have been fruitful. Ten wonderful families have enrolled
their children at Crown and I am so honored to have each of these families as part of Crown of Life. God
also provided a wonderful, experienced preschool assistant, Becky Smith. Ms. Becky has been a wonderful
addition to the classroom bringing in her experience with preschoolers and her early childhood education
background. While thankful for the current families, we still have limited space available and enrollment
is still open. Consider sharing Crown of Life Preschool with your neighbors, families, and friends. Have
them call the preschool office for a tour today!
We have two classes that meet this year. A three-year-old class meets on Tuesday and Thursday, and our
four-year-old class meets Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. September was full of lessons on rules of a
classroom, the routines of a classroom, and our Bible time focused on creation and Adam and Eve. We
have read and discovered some of our favorite stories are Chicka Chicka Boom Boom, Brown Bear, Brown
Bear, and any Pete the Cat stories! We built our own coconut trees like in Chicka Chicka Boom Boom
with cardboard tubes, craft sticks, and letters. It was fun to problem solve and see how many letters we
could fit on our trees before they went boom! We also are learning to recognize our name in print, and
many of us are able to write it on our own now. We are learning print awareness through our story chart
of Brown Bear Brown Bear. Our classes love to use their imaginations and create stories as they play and
discover God’s beautiful world outside on a daily basis. Other favorite activities have included playdough,
the cars and trucks center, the kitchen play area, and singing Five Little Monkeys Swinging in a Tree.
Our four-year-old class had their first chapel with Pastor Koy at the end of September where they had an
object lesson on Adam and Eve. They also sang “My God is So Big” and “Oh Be Careful Little Eyes What
You See.” School is off to a fantastic start full of imagination, friendships, learning, growing, and most
importantly learning of God’s enormous love for us!
If you haven’t done so already, check us out on Facebook or Instagram @crownoflifelutheran.
LEFT: Teamwork with
the whole class and Ms.
Becky to make a huge
train loop.
Lots of
cooperation and problem
solving happening in this
picture!

RIGHT: Practicing our
cutting skills in our
sensory table was a lot of
fun! We do a lot of fine
motor activities like play
dough that build up the
muscles in our fingers to
allow us to cut and write
our names.
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Here is a student
enjoying building the
letter of her first name
with mini erasers!

RIGHT:
Stamping
our names
using ink
pads was
a lot of
work. We
f o u n d
each letter
and used
lots
of
muscles to
press the
stamps !

LEFT: Number
recognition is
an important
skill to build in
preschool also.
What a fun way
to do it with
cars,
play
dough, and dry
erase markers!
At this age, so
much is learned
through play!

Tracing
our
names in rainbow
colors in our
weekly journals.
Pre-literacy skills
such as name and
letter recognition
and reading left
to write occur in
our journals.

After snack we have reading
time. This looks so comfy and
cozy! Don’t you want to join us?

Here is a
student
building
those fine
mot or
skills by
threading
b e a d s
onto
a
p i p e
cleaner.
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Calendar
Be sure to check out our website calendar for all upcoming events and activities!
www.crownolifechurch.org

October 2018
Date/Time

Spiritual Care

Lay Reader

Service Technician

Usher

Sunday, October 7
9:00 a.m.

Dick Shore

Karen Hart

Sophie Gugel

Roger Heiple

Sunday, October 14
9:00 a.m.

Mark Gugel

Don Pell

Aiden Rochford

Don Pell

Sunday, October 21
9:00 a.m.

Mark Werling

Dale
VanWulfen

Nick Werling

Fred Bane

Sunday, October 28
9:00 a.m.

Jim Leinhos

Charlotte
Bachelard

Danelle Bieniek

Jeff Rickabus

Altar Guild: Darla Werling
Card Care: Charlotte Bachelard

Happy Birthday!
Kevin Straub
Bob Purcell
Nick Werling
Ralph Frederick
Melissa Rochford
Danelle Bieniek
Catherine Purcell
Jeff Rickabus
Nick Purcell
Jane Baum
Kyla Werling
Aiden Rochford
Darrel Schmidt
Grant Werling

Happy Anniversary!
October 1
October 5
October 11
October 16
October 18
October 21

Bill & Linda Claussen
Darrel & Marita Schmidt
Kevin & Kristin Straub
Carl & Karen Hillenbrand
Dwight & Carol Thomas
John & Mary Gruber

Crown Trivia Answer: There are 32 light bulbs in the lighted crown above the altar.

October 1
October 6
October 8
October 9
October 9
October 13
October 16
October 16
October 17
October 23
October 23
October 27
October 29
October 30
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INTENTIONAL INTERIM PASTOR Reverend Norm Koy
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT Melissa Rochford Bachelard
OFFICE ASSISTANT Karen Hart
MUSIC DIRECTOR/TEACHER Pia Broden Williams
PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR Allison Piasecki

248-652-7720
office@crownoflifechurch.org
preschool@crownoflifechurch.org
www.crownoflifechurch.org
@crownoflifelutheran
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

PRESCHOOL ASSISTANT Becky Smith
CUSTODIAN Donita Laessle

Weekly Ministries
Worship Service - Sundays at 9:00 a.m.
Christian Education for All Ages - Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
Weekday Adult Bible Study - Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.
Choir Practice - Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.

*** Deadline for submitting articles for the following
monthly newsletter is the 23rd of every month.

2975 Dutton Road (at Adams)
Rochester Hills, MI 48306

To joyfully introduce people to
Jesus Christ, the Lord of Life.

Our Mission
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CROWN OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH
2975 Dutton Road (at Adams)
Rochester Hills, MI 48306

