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Why does the church year begin at Advent, what is the history of Advent,
and what is the history behind the Advent candles and wreath?
The word “advent” is from the Latin word for “coming,” and as such, describes the “coming” of our Lord
Jesus Christ into the flesh.
Advent begins the church year because the church year begins where Jesus’ earthly life began — in the
Old Testament prophecies of his incarnation. After Advent comes Christmas, which is about his birth;
then Epiphany, about his miracles and ministry; then Lent, about his Calvary-bound mission; then
Easter, about his resurrection and the sending of the apostles; and then Ascension (40 days after Easter)
and Pentecost, with the sending of the Holy Spirit.
The first half of the church year (approximately December through June) highlights the life of Christ. The
second half (approximately June through November) highlights the teachings of Christ. The parables and
miracles play a big part here. That’s “the church year in a nutshell,” and it should help reveal how Advent
fits into “the big picture.”
Advent specifically focuses on Christ’s “coming,” but Christ’s coming manifests itself among us in three
ways — past, present, and future.
The readings which highlight Christ’s coming in the past focus on the Old Testament prophecies of his
incarnation at Bethlehem. The readings, which highlight Christ’s coming in the future, focus on his
“second coming” on the Last Day at the end of time. And the readings that highlight Christ’s coming in
the present focus on his ministry among us through Word and Sacrament today.
The traditional use of Advent candles (sometimes held in a wreath) originated in eastern Germany even
prior to the Reformation. As this tradition came down to us by the beginning of this century, it involved
three purple candles and one pink candle.
The purple candles matched the purple paraments on the altar (purple for the royalty of the coming
King). The pink candle was the third candle to be lit (not the fourth) on Gaudete Sunday, the Third
Sunday of Advent. “Gaudete” means “Rejoice!” in Latin, which is taken from Phil. 4:4.
(“Rejoice! ... the Lord is near”). Hence a “pink” candle was used to signify “rejoicing.” Some also included
a white “Christ candle” in the middle to be lit during the 12 days of Christmas (Dec. 25 to Jan. 5).
https://www.lcms.org/about/beliefs/faqs/worship-and-congregational-life#advent
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CONGREGATIONAL VOTER’S MEETING: Please note, our members are needed for a meeting on
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15TH, immediately following our worship service.
ORDER YOUR POINSETTIA: Please consider ordering poinsettias to help
decorate the sanctuary and altar this Christmas season. See bulletin board
in church lobby to order your flowers. Select an envelope, complete the
form, and return with payment no later than Sunday, December 22nd.
Poinsettias are $13.00 each. Make checks payable
to “Crown of Life Lutheran Church.” Plants may be
taken home, after the Christmas Eve worship service.
CROWN JEWELS DECEMBER EVENT: Rochester Garden Club’s Greens Market - It has been
awhile since we have visited the “Holiday Gift and Greens Market”. Let’s check out what the
market has to offer on Friday, December 6th. It is located at the Rochester Schools Administration
Center located at 501 W. University and starts at 9:00 a.m. Admission is $2. There is
a signup sheet in the narthex. Those interested in going can decided if they would
like start with breakfast or have lunch after we finish. We can carpool from the
church parking lot. See Judy Mann if you have questions.
CROWN JEWELS UPCOMING EVENTS: Please add the following events to your calendar so we
can get our activities off to a good start in 2020!
- Planning Potluck - Bring a dish to share and your ideas for outings on Saturday, January 18th at
noon in the Fellowship Hall. We will enjoy good food and fellowship then plan tentative outings
for the first half of the year.
- Annual Bocce Ball Outing - Meet at Palazzo di Bocce in Lake Orion on Monday,
January 27th at 11:00 a.m. We will show our skill, or the lack of it, playing a few
games of bocce ball. Then at about 12:30 p.m., we will have lunch.
“GIFTS FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN”: GFAGC is sponsoring children to adopt at Christmas
again this year. Crown members have always been supportive in helping our children have a
blessed Christmas. If you can adopt one or more kids this year, please select an ID
Tag(s) off of the Christmas tree in the narthex. The tags with the same colored
ribbon are from the same family. Before you leave with the tag, be sure to fill
in the top portion with your name and information, cut that part off, and
leave it in the basket. Make sure you take an instruction sheet which will
give you important information about listing gift contents and wrapping
instructions. The ID Tag has gift ideas and size
information to help you with your shopping. All
wrapped gifts are due back at church by Sunday,
December 8th. If you have any questions
please contact Lottie Bachelard (248-8841656) or Edwina Griem (248-342-7249).
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CONFIRMATION MINI-BOWLING PARTY:
The confirmands and their families had a
blast at their min-bowling party at
Joe Dumar’s Fieldhouse last month. There
was tons of food, fun, and friendly
competition!
God’s blessings to theses
wonderful families and prayers that they
continue to grow together in God’s word.

Happy Birthday!
December 1
December 2
December 12
December 15
December 22
December 22

Steve Leichtman
Elizabeth Bellore
Sandi Kay
Mark Gugel
Mandy Purcell
Mandy Purcell

Happy Anniversary!
December 2
December 16
December 27

Gil & Lottie Bachelard
Bryan & Allison Piasecki
Rainer & Tammy Hartman

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph,
before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph,
being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as
he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying,
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived
in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he
will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had
spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they
shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her
not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. Matthew 1:18-25
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Community Engagement
CHRISTMAS TREE DECORATING: We will be prepping
the church in celebration of the coming of our Lord on
Sunday, December 1st. Please stay after worship service
that day to help decorate the Christmas tree in the
sanctuary and place decorations throughout the church.
If our volunteers get hungry, we will order lunch to fuel
their efforts. Many hands make light work!

ADVENT WORSHIP SERVICES and SOUP AND SALAD
SUPPERS: Join us for three Wednesdays in December (4th,
11th, and 18th) for our Advent Worship Services at 11:00
a.m. and 7:00 p.m. All evening worship services are
preceded by a potluck style soup and salad supper starting
at 6:00 p.m. Please consider bringing a dish to pass. Sign
up sheets are located in the church lobby.

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICE: Invite your
family and friends to join us on Christmas Eve, Tuesday,
December 24th at 4:00 p.m. for worship as we sing
favorite Christmas carols and hymns in celebration of the
Light of the world! “For we saw his star when it rose and
have come to worship him.” Matthew 2:2

Crown Classifieds
If you would like to purchase
ad-space in the Crown of Life
Lutheran

Church

and

Preschool

Monthly Newsletter, contact the
church

office

at

248-652-7720

or office@crownoflifechurch.org.
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MOTOR CITY CHORALE HOLIDAY CONCERT: Crown of Life is hosting the talented Motor City
Chorale on Friday, December 13th at 7:00 p.m. for a 2-hour concert. Stick around and mingle with the
singers during an afterglow reception with light snacks and refreshments. This concert is free and open
to the public! Free-will offering is accepted. If you would like to donate drinks or snacks for the
afterglow reception, please email Pia at pwilliams@crownoflifechurch.org.
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Preschool News

Preschool Programs Offered:
Preschool Threes:
Tuesday/Thursday
Students

9:00 - 11:45 a.m.

to be age 3 by September 1 and toilet trained.

A

structured first learning experience to teach self-reliance,
cooperation, language and numeracy skills through exploratory play.
Preschool Fours:
Monday/Wednesday/Friday
Students

9:00 - 11:45 a.m.

to be age 4 by September 1.

A

kindergarten readiness program with an engaging curriculum
that meets the needs of all learners.
Register Online!
2975 Dutton Road | Rochester, MI 48306 | crownoflifechurch.org
Allison Piasecki, Preschool Director | 248.562.7720 | preschool@crownoflifechurch.org
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Calendar
Be sure to check out our website calendar for all upcoming events and activities!
www.crownolifechurch.org

December 2019
Sun, Dec 1st
10:00 a.m.

Mark Gugel

Joyce Bane

Sophie Gugel

Jeff Rickabus

Emily
Hartmann

Wed, Dec 4th
11:00 a.m.

——

——

Melissa
Rochford

——

——

Wed, Dec 4th
7:00 p.m.

Jim Leinhos

Dale
VanWulfen

Jim Leinhos

Gil Bachelard

Nate G.
& Emily H.

Sun, Dec 8th
10:00 a.m.

Dick Shore

Charlotte
Bachelard

Aiden
Rochford

Rick Hart

Cole Rochford

Wed, Dec 11th
11:00 a.m.

——

——

Melissa
Rochford

——

——

Wed, Dec 11th
7:00 p.m.

Danelle
Bieniek

Dale
VanWulfen

Aiden
Rochford

Gil Bachelard

Cole R.
& Griffen S.

Sun, Dec15
10:00 a.m.

Dick Shore

Karen Hart

Sophie Gugel

Jeff Rickabus

Halena Knight

Wed, Dec 18th
11:00 a.m.

——

——

Melissa
Rochford

——

——

Wed, Dec 18th
7:00 p.m.

Jim Leinhos

Karen Hart

Jim Leinhos

Fred Bane

Nate G.
& Emerson S.

Sun, Dec 22nd
10:00 a.m.

Rick Hart

Charlotte
Bachelard

Sophie Gugel

Roger Heiple

Griffen Straub

Tues, Dec 24th
4:00 p.m.

Dick Shore

Karen Hart

Jim Leinhos

Rick Hart

Halena K
& Emerson S

Sun, Dec 29th
10:00 a.m.

Mark Gugel

Joyce Bane

Sophie Gugel

Fred Bane

Emily
Hartmann

Altar Guild: Anita Shore
Card Care: Karen Hart
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VACANCY PASTOR Reverend Norm Koy
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT Melissa Bachelard Rochford
OFFICE ASSISTANT Karen Hart
MUSIC DIRECTOR Pia Broden Williams

Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

PRESCHOOL ASSISTANT Claudia Iannuzzi

Weekly Ministries
Sunday Bible Class - Sundays at 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
Weekday Adult Bible Study - Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.
Men’s Ministry - 1st and 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.
Choir Practice - Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.

Deadline for submitting articles is the 23rd of every month.

248-652-7720
office@crownoflifechurch.org
preschool@crownoflifechurch.org
www.crownoflifechurch.org
@crownoflifelutheran

PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR/TEACHER Allison Piasecki

***

2975 Dutton Road (at Adams)
Rochester Hills, MI 48306

To joyfully introduce people to
Jesus Christ, the Lord of Life.

Our Mission

December Newsletter
CROWN OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH
2975 Dutton Road (at Adams)
Rochester Hills, MI 48306

