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It’s Valentine’s Day
February is probably best known for Valentine’s Day. There are many legends and myths as to how this
holiday came to be. Most scholars agree that the event can be traced back to Ancient Rome. As time
marched on, many customs that we are familiar with today came into play: hearts, cards, candy, flowers,
dinner, cupid, proposals, weddings, and of course, love.
But for a Chicago boy, another event comes into play and that is the St. Valentine’s Day Massacre. It
took place in a garage on the city’s North Side on February 14, 1929, when seven men associated with the
gangster George “Bugs” Moran, one of Capone’s longtime enemies, were shot to death by several men
dressed as policemen. Authorities and others believed that Al Capone was the mastermind behind the
crime. But no-one could bring any positive proof that Capone was the culprit. As a result, Capone was
never convicted of the crime, nor was anyone ever convicted of the massacre. And today, it continues to
be a part of Chicago’s dark history.
Regardless of legends, myths, and sordid history, I hold out to you that Valentine’s Day has its origin at
the beginning of time. Out of love for us, and wanting to be in a relationship with us, God created the
world. That love continued when Adam and Eve sinned and God said that He would send a Savior. Love
continued as He rescued His people out of Egypt. His love continued when time and time again they went
against Him, but He constantly forgave and restored. Being the God of love, He continued to show His
love through the history of the prophets.

His love became evident in the flesh “when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son,
made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem those that were under the law, that we might receive
the adoption of sons” Galatians 4:4-5. Through Jesus’ life, He showed us what real love is, with the
ultimate act of love taking place on Good Friday. It was not a massacre, as we would define a massacre,
but all the forces of evil came against Him when He was crucified on the cross. “Greater love has no man
than this: to lay down one’s life for his friends” John.15:13. As much as we sin, Jesus died for us, His
friends. Now, that is love!
Regardless of how you celebrate Valentine’s Day, remember that no matter how much you love your
spouse, children, parents, family members, and friends, God loves you more. How much more? “God so
loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have eternal life” John. 3:16.
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“My Jesus, I love Thee”
“My Jesus, I love Thee” is an ancient hymn written by William Featherston in 1864. The first verse is: My
Jesus, I love Thee, I know Thou art mine; For Thee all the follies of sin I resign; My gracious Redeemer, my Savior
art Thou; If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, ’tis now.
All four verses end with the phrase: “If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, ‘tis now.” What better time to tell Jesus
we love Him than Valentine’s Day? I venture to say that daily, and especially on Valentine’s Day, you tell
your spouse, children, grandchildren, family members that you love them. When was the last time you told
Jesus that you love Him? If Jesus truly is our first love, then why is it so hard to tell Him you love Him? I
challenge you on this Valentine’s Day to say “I love you, Jesus.” And then I challenge you to make it a part of
your daily conversation with Him.
And besides words, another way we can show our love for Jesus is through actions — we call this stewardship.
Our synod defines stewardship as: “Christian stewardship is the free and joyous activity of God’s family — the
church — in managing life’s resources for His purposes.” The first words that jump out to me from this
statement are “free and joyous.” It is not out of compulsion or fear that we serve Him, but from a freedom
that comes from Him, freeing us from sin and death. And because these two greatest enemies have been
defeated we can live our life in joy.
The next set of words that strike me are “managing life’s resources for His purposes.” Everything that we
have comes from Him. Yet more likely than not, we use the resources He has given to us first for our purposes.
And after taking care of our needs then we take care of His needs/purposes. But this should be the other way
around. Matthew 6:19-21 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy,
and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin
do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also.”
In an LCEF article, Pastor Art Scherer writes: “The true joy of generosity comes not from any thought of what
I might get out of it, but from what I already have and am in Christ: a child of the King, an heir of salvation, a
participant with Christ in His mission of witness, mercy and life together. That gift prompts the gift of
myself.”
I encourage you this Valentine’s Day to examine your stewardship of time, talents,
and financial resources to regain the true joy of generosity as you participate with
Christ on His mission of witness, mercy, and life together. What better way to say:
“If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, ‘tis now.”

Call Committee Update
After reviewing the results of our congregational survey taken last November, the Call Committee prepared a
needs assessment for Crown of Life's future Pastor and submitted it to the Michigan District. In mid-January,
the Call committee then received the names of 10 candidates with accompanying profiles for consideration.
The call Committee has begun prayerfully reviewing the candidate profiles and will determine which ones will
move on to the next step of being interviewed. The work of the Call Committee, although sometimes difficult
and time-consuming, is a joy-filled service to Christ and His Kingdom. Crown is blessed to have such a
wonderful team: Tammy Hartman, Fred & Joyce Bane, Rick Hart, Bryan & Allison Piasecki, Dick & Anita
Shore, and Jim & Linda Leinhos. The Call Committee requests that you keep Crown of Life in your prayers, as
we are led by the Holy Spirit to select His choice for a new Pastor. Should you have any questions, please
contact the call Committee Chair, Jim Leinhos at techservant@crownoflifechurch.org.
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Community Engagement
PRESIDENT’S VOLUNTEER SERVICE AWARD: Crown of Life will host
the President’s Volunteer Service Award again this year. The event will
recognize the volunteer work of many individuals accomplished during 2018
or over their lifetime. The presentation will take place on Sunday, April 28,
2019. Crown of Life Lutheran Church and Preschool is a Certifying
Organization (CO) for this award. We have begun to collect nominations for
the 2018 awards. Information on the award along with a nomination form
can be obtained by contacting Bill Claussen via e-mail at
wfclausse@aol.com or by calling him at 248-760-4234. Please take this
opportunity to help us honor the volunteer works of individuals and families
by nominating worthy people you may know. All nominations must be
submitted by March 1st.
CROWN OF LIFE IS HOSTING A CONSUMER
EDUCATION PRESENTATION:
On Tuesday,
February 12, 2019 at 11:30 a.m., Deputy Mark
Hickson from the Oakland County Sheriff's office will
be speaking on the topics of identity theft and fraud.
Stop in and learn ways to protect yourself and your
identity. Learn what to look for so you don’t become
a victim. Refreshments and snacks will be provided.
Childcare is available upon request. Seating is
limited; to reserve your seat, please contact Joyce
Bane at joycebane16@gmail.com or 248-514-7200.
PRAISEMOVES: THE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO YOGA: Come join the fellowship with
other classmates and Jesus. Class meet every Wednesday at 10:00 a.m., weather permitting.
“For you were bought at a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in
your spirit, which are God’s.” 1 Corinthians 6:20.

Facility Enhancements
NEW SANCTUARY CANDLES: On December 16th, new altar and candelabra
candles were dedicated to the Glory of God, in loving memory of Billie Roff. The
candles were purchased from donations received in Billie’s memory. It was a fitting
tribute, as Billie worked faithfully on the Altar Guild during her many years at
Crown of Life. The new candles are identical to the aisle candles lit for Christmas
and Easter. They use clean-burning liquid paraffin and are much easier to fill,
having removable canisters – all of which can be done more conveniently in the
church sacristy. The candelabra is being redesigned and a memorial plate will be
installed to commemorate the dedication — all to the Glory of God!
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Care for Members
DANELLE BIENIEK, 2019 CROWN OF LIFE WOMAN OF THE YEAR:
Congratulations to Danelle Bieniek for her loving service to our Lord and His
church! Everyone is invited to attend the annual luncheon of the Council of
Lutheran Women to honor our “Woman of the Year.” The luncheon is on Tuesday,
March 19, 2019 at Burton Manor, located at 27777 Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI. The
festivities begin promptly at 11:15 a.m. This year, our speaker will be Gayle
Sommerfeld, founder of MOST Ministries in Ann Arbor. You can also order her
book for $12.19 at the time of registration. There is a signup sheet in the narthex.
The tickets for the event are $29. Cash or check (made payable to “Crown of Life”) should be given to
Joyce Bane at the time you sign up. Deadline for reservations is February 17, 2019. If you have additional
questions, please contact Joyce Bane at joycebane16@gmail.com or 248-514-7200.
YOUTH GROUP UPDATE: Our next youth event for middle school and high school students will be on
Sunday, February 17th. We will be meeting at Crown of Life from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. We are going to
have a Minute-To-Win-It game night! Also, keep in mind Concordia University, Ann Arbor, will host
their middle school Tool Time on March 30th and 31st. For those who don't know what Tool Time is, it is a
retreat hosted by the college students. The theme for this year’s Tool Time is “Be Still” based on Psalm
46:10. The first registration deadline is through March 1st and the cost is $60. If you have any questions, I
can be reached at abriggs@livword.net or 586-623-2537. ~ Blessings, Andrew Briggs
CROWN OF LIFE MEN’S MINISTRY: The Men’s
Ministry will meet the first and third Tuesday of the
month at 7:00 p.m. in the Youth Room. Currently, we
are going through the book by John Ortberg
“Everybody is Normal Till You Get to Know Them.” Books will be provided for you. Come
join us and bring a friend. You can reach me at 586-214-0838 or bkpiasecki@comcast.net
for questions, comments, or to chat. ~ God’s Blessing, Bryan Piasecki
THANK YOU: I would like to thank those who volunteered to Ring the Bell for Salvation
Army last November. In seven hours, Crown of Life raised $614.14 to support the mission of
the Salvation Army ~ Karen Hart

Crown Jewels Ladies’ Group: The ladies had a blast playing Bocce Ball in January. Their
Planning Potluck was postponed; date T.B.D. Are there any event you’d like to suggest?
Then jot down ideas and/or bring articles you find to the potluck.
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Preschool News
Our 2019 is off and running in preschool! We have been studying the season of Winter, arctic animals, and
animals that hibernate. We’ve had fun with painting at the easel and other process art activities. We’ve
been working on our literacy skills and our four year olds are “writing the room” where I challenge them
to find words around the room and write them. Our threes love to go on treasure hunts around the room
to find letters or numbers that I have hidden. They can now recognize the first letter of everyone’s name!
We love playing math games to help us count and recognize our numbers. We especially like using cotton
balls as pretend snow with our counting games. In our sensory table, we have been experimenting with
how to melt ice. We’ve also turned the ice into glaciers for our arctic animals to play on and water for our
arctic animals to swim.

We are excited for “Our Heart Belongs to Daddy” Party coming up on February 7th. Preschoolers will
come in the evening to the preschool room and bring their daddy or other special male figure. They will
get to do all types of fun Valentine’s centers. We will also sing for our special people too!
We celebrated National Lutheran Schools Week at the end of January. We had special dress up days and
lots of fun celebrating our preschool. Watch for an upcoming preschool video to be shown during church
soon!
Registration for fall begins February 1, 2019. Please take brochures or flyers located on the information
station in the Narthex to share with friends, family, and neighbors. With God’s blessings it is my goal to
have 10 students in each of the classes. Please keep the preschool in your personal prayers that we will see
growth in registration this year.
Allison Piasecki and Catherine Purcell
LEFT:
Creating an
arctic
landscape with
blocks,
animals, and
pretend snow
and ice.

RIGHT:
Another arctic
landscape.
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LEFT:
Painting on
“ice” (alum
inum foil).

RIGHT:
Experiment
ing with ice
and how to
get it to
melt.

LEFT:
Writing &
drawing in
“snow”
(shaving
cream).

RIGHT:
Finding
names of
arctic
animals
around the
room and
writing
them.
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Calendar
Be sure to check out our website calendar for all upcoming events and activities!
www.crownolifechurch.org

February 2019
Date/Time

Spiritual Care

Lay Reader

Service Technician

Usher

Sun, Feb 3
9:00 a.m.

Mark Werling

Karen Hart

Nick Werling

Fred Bane

Sun, Feb 10
9:00 a.m.

Mark Gugel

Joyce Bane

Sophie Gugel

Terry Lowry

Sun, Feb 17
9:00 a.m.

Terry Lowry

Dale VanWulfen

Aiden Rochford

Don Pell

Sun, Feb 24
9:00 a.m.

Jim Leinhos

Charlotte
Bachelard

Rainer Hartmann

Jeff Rickabus

Altar Guild: Beth Moore
Card Care: Judy Mann

Happy Birthday!
February 1
February 14
February 15
February 17
February 23
February 25
February 29

Kathy Lowry
Jim Allan
Kristi Gugel
Del Ochtinsky
Roger Heiple
Darla Werling
Karen Hart

For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand,
that we should walk in them.
Ephesians 2:10
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INTENTIONAL INTERIM PASTOR Reverend Norm Koy
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT Melissa Bachelard Rochford
OFFICE ASSISTANT Karen Hart
MUSIC DIRECTOR Pia Broden Williams
PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR/TEACHER Allison Piasecki

248-652-7720
office@crownoflifechurch.org
preschool@crownoflifechurch.org
www.crownoflifechurch.org
@crownoflifelutheran
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

PRESCHOOL ASSISTANT Catherine Purcell
CUSTODIAN Donita Laessle

Weekly Ministries
Worship Service - Sundays at 9:00 a.m.
Christian Education for All Ages - Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
Weekday Adult Bible Study - Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.
Choir Practice - Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.

*** Deadline for submitting articles for the following
monthly newsletter is the 23rd of every month.

2975 Dutton Road (at Adams)
Rochester Hills, MI 48306

To joyfully introduce people to
Jesus Christ, the Lord of Life.

Our Mission
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