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Why Lent?
Early in the Church’s history, the major events in Christ’s life were observed with special events such as
His birth, baptism, death, resurrection, and ascension. As these observances developed, a period of time
was set aside prior to the major events of Jesus’ birth and resurrection as a time of preparation.
During Lent, the Church’s worship assumes a more penitential character. The color for the season is
purple, a color often associated with penitence. The “Hymn of Praise” is omitted from the liturgy. The
word “Alleluia” is usually omitted as well.
We will begin with the Imposition of Ashes on Ash Wednesday. Lutheran Worship: History and Practice,
a commentary on Lutheran Worship, one of our Synod’s hymnals, says this about ashes on Ash
Wednesday: “Other customs may be used, particularly the imposition of ashes on those who wish it. This
ancient act is a gesture of repentance and a powerful reminder about the meaning of the day.”
This year, pastors Koy, Meckes, and Schuler will rotate between
Crown of Life, Holy Cross, and Living Word. Wednesday services
at Crown will be at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. with potluck soup/salad
supper at 6:00 p.m. The series will be The Miracles of Lent. Here is the
Crown/Living Word schedule: Ash Wednesday - The Miraculous Darkness,
with Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion - Pastor Koy;
Midweek 2 - The Miraculous Tearing of the Temple Curtain - Pastor
Meckes; Midweek 3 - The Miraculous Earthquake - Pastor Schuler;
Midweek 4 - The Miraculous Splitting of the Rocks - Pastor Koy;
Midweek 5 - The Miraculous Raising of the Saints from Death - Pastor
Meckes; Midweek 6 - The Miraculous Faith of the Roman Soldiers Pastor Schuler.
Please plan to join us for these special services of preparation and
reflection.
.
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Joyous Partnership
Our whole life is a partnership with God. The Lord has made us “partners” with Him in His mission. The
Psalmist says in PS. 47:3 “He subdued peoples under us, and nations under our feet.” What a humbling
thought for all of us at Crown to be a “partner” with the most High God who places all things under
our feet.
In order for us to carry out this “partnership” we need to understand what it means. As members of
Crown, this “partnership” with God means: A) that we recognize that all we have comes from the Lord.
Therefore, we are willing to share with others. B) that we are the Lord’s, first because he made us and
again because He bought us back. Our life is not ours to live, it is to live in Him. C) that we are His
managers (stewards), it’s all about His business. And that business is to save souls.
This partnership manifests itself in many ways. Over the upcoming months, we will look at how we
celebrate and live within this partnership. Today, we look at “Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it
holy.” Since 1979, the Word of God has been preached as the only means of salvation at Crown of Life.
What a blessing this has been in a day when many churches have forsaken that “truth which makes
us free.”
In worship, we not only celebrate our partnership with God, but we also strengthen our partnership with
each other. 52 Sundays a year, plus our midweek services during Advent and Lent, we have opportunity
to partner as the body of Christ in this place.
I have a real concern that ALL our members bear witness of their partnership by attending worship
weekly and enthusiastically. We need to rededicate ourselves to hearing the Word faithfully. This is what
partnership is all about. And this is an area where we can all improve.
After all…what kind of partnership do we show when we pick and choose which Sundays to attend
worship? God gives us seven days of the week for as long as we live. He has a right to expect one day in
return when we assemble together to express just what this partnership is worth to us.
All we need to do is look around at what He “daily and richly” provides for us: Homes, furniture, food,
children, cars, dishes, dresses, suits, sofas, electricity that marvelously shows up in our wall outlets, and
light fixtures. And let us not forget the talents and abilities He has given to each of us. With mind and
hands we make a living. And with the same mind and hands we serve and praise Him. And how often has
He spared us from problems and dangers, which we don’t even know about, that would have
overwhelmed us.
And the best of all that He has given to us is Jesus and the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation. I
could go on and on, but I encourage you to take inventory of the time and possessions God has given to
you, and recommit yourself to weekly worship. Until next time, see you in worship!
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Care for Members
DANELLE BIENIEK, 2019 CROWN OF LIFE WOMAN OF THE YEAR:
Congratulations to Danelle Bieniek for her loving service to our Lord and His
church! For those who purchased a ticket, the luncheon is on Tuesday, March 19,
2019 at Burton Manor, located at 27777 Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI. The festivities
begin promptly at 11:15 a.m. This year, our speaker will be Gayle Sommerfeld,
founder of MOST Ministries in Ann Arbor. You can also order her book for $12.19
at the time of registration. If you have additional questions, please contact Joyce
Bane at joycebane16@gmail.com or 248-514-7200.

YOUTH GROUP UPDATE: Even with the middle school Tool Time in March, we aren’t going to forget
our High School Students. We will still be having our normal youth night on the third Sunday, which
falls on March 17th. We will be going to Urban Air in Oxford. The
cost for the event is $20. Our meeting place is still TBD, but we will
be meeting for food and devotion before we head over to the event.
Time for the event is 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
So Tool Time is coming up real soon and we only have three male students signed up to attend Tool Time!
This is super exciting, but I would love if we could encourage more students to come to the event! The
dates for Tool Time are March 30th and 31st. The theme for this year’s Tool Time is, “Be Still” and is
based on Psalm 46:10. The first registration deadline has passed. Now, the cost is $70 per student. I will
be the male chaperone for the trip, but I will need one female chaperone if we have any female students
attend as well. The one thing I need for parents to know, is to have their
students register under Living Word, so Concordia can organize our groups.
Contact me, Andrew Briggs, at abriggs@livword.net or 586-623-2537 for the
links to sign up for students and chaperones, as well as to obtain the release
form. The form can be printed out and given to me or you can mail it to Living
Word's PO Box:
P.O. Box 81967
Rochester, MI 48308
SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS: The Just Walk Across the Room books have arrived and we will
begin this study in March. What if you knew that by simply crossing the room and saying hello to
someone, you could change that person forever? It has nothing to do with methods and everything to do
with taking a genuine interest in another human being. All you need is a heart that is
in tune with the Holy Spirit and a willingness to venture out of your Circle of Comfort
and into another person’s life. Just Walk Across the Room brings personal evangelism
into the twenty-first century. Building on the solid foundation laid in Becoming a
Contagious Christian, Bill Hybels shows how you can participate in the model first set
by Jesus, who stepped down from heaven 2,000 years ago to bring hope and
redemption to broken people living in a fallen world. Now it’s your turn, as you learn
the power of extending care, compassion, and inclusiveness under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit. And you may be only a conversation away from having an eternal
impact on someone’s life if you will just walk across the room.
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Community Events
HOME PLATE 2019: The Detroit Tigers have an awesome event that they hold each year. It's called
Home Plate and it’s a Christian Witnessing Event. This year it’s on Saturday, June 8th. Living Word is
getting a group together again and would like to invite Crown of Life to join. The program begins at 12:30
p.m. and the game begins at 4:10 p.m. Cost for the day is $34 per person. Visit the following link for more
information and to sign up: https://goo.gl/forms/SFMOvJ0CqakPg22A2. It's
a great experience for kids to hear the player’s testimonies.
Date: Saturday, June 8th
Program Time: 12:30 p.m.
Game Time: 4:10 p.m.
Teams: Tigers vs Minnesota Twins
This annual Christian Witnessing event began in 1987. Current and former
Tiger players will share about their careers in professional sports and their
faith in Jesus Christ. It’s awesome to hear Christian music playing from the stadium speakers while
walking to the game. Ticket price of $34 includes the program, souvenirs, Fun Money coupon, On-TheField Baseball Clinic, and ticket to the game. The program will begin at 12:30 p.m. Seating for this is
General Admission, so you will want to arrive early for better seating. The Tiger game begins at 4:10 p.m.
and you will have an assigned seat for the game. Between the program and game you will have time to
use your food voucher, check out all that Comerica Park has to offer and participate in an On-Field
Baseball Clinic. If you have questions about this fun event, you can call the Living Word church office at
248-651-5316. You are responsible for your own transportation to and from the game. You are welcome to
carpool with others if you would like. Deadline to purchase tickets (must pay at time of registering) is
March 31st. Tickets will be purchased on April 1st. Friends are welcome!
FAITH AND FELLOWSHIP FOR FIFTY-PLUS: Men and women 50+ are invited to Holy
Cross located at 136 S. Washington St. Oxford, MI 48371 on the second Tuesday of each
month at 11:00 a.m. for a time of faith and fellowship. Bring a sack lunch and we’ll provide
the coffee, tea, and water. Gatherings will have a variety of games, guest speakers, movies,
testimonials, and teaching times.
OAKLAND UNIVERSITY
SPRING CONCERT:
The
Oakland University Chorus
and Chorale will be
performing their spring
concert on March 15th and 16th at 8:00 p.m. at University Presbyterian Church
located at 1385 S. Adams Rd, Rochester Hills, MI 48309. Our very own Catherine
Purcell will be singing in this event. For those who might not know, Catherine is
a member at Crown of Life, she sings in our choir, is our preschool assistant, and
serves on our Church Council under Fellowship. So come out and support a fellow
church member, as well as the Oakland University Music Program! Tickets can
be purchased at www.startickets.com.
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WEEKDAY BIBLE STUDIES NEAR YOU
Every Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. at Crown of Life: Reading and studying The Story. The Story
is an abridged, chronological Bible that reads like a novel. Book $5.00.
1 st & 3 rd Tuesday at 2:00 p.m. with Living Word (at Crown of Life): Reading and studying
Clearly Christian: Following Jesus in this Age of Confusion by A. Trevor Sutton.
1 st & 3 rd Tuesday at 8:00 p.m. - Beers and Bibles: This study is held at Homegrown Brewing
Co. in Oxford. Grab a drink. Open the Bible. Ask questions. All are welcome! No beer or
Bible experience necessary. The group is currently reading through the book of Acts.
2 nd & 4 t h Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. - Brews with Jesus: Living Word is hosting a Bible Study at
Rochester Mills Beer Company. Topics vary. All are welcome. Bring a friend.
Every Wednesday at 9:15 a.m. at Holy Cross - Java and Jesus: Pastor Matt is making pour
over coffee. Fill your cup. Open the Bible. Ask questions. Men and women are welcome!
No coffee or Bible experience necessary.
BIBLE STUDY LOCATIONS:
Crown of Life Lutheran
2975 Dutton Rd., Rochester Hills, MI 4836
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
136 S. Washington St., Oxford, MI 48371
HomeGrown Brewing Company
28 N. Washington St., Oxford, MI 48371
Rochester Mills Brewing Company
400 Water St., Rochester, MI 48307

READ THE GOSPEL IN 40 DAYS
With the Lenten season now upon us, this would be a great time
to re-read the Gospels as a reminder of Jesus’ life and sacrifice.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Matthew
Matthew
Matthew
Matthew
Matthew
Matthew
Matthew
Matthew
Matthew
Matthew

1-2
3-4
5-7
8-9
10-12
13-14
15-16
17-18
19-20
21-23

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Matthew 24-25
Matthew 26-28
Mark 1-3
Mark 4-5
Mark 6-7
Mark 8-10
Mark 11-13
Mark 14-16
Luke 1-2
Luke 3-4

21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

Luke
Luke
Luke
Luke
Luke
Luke
Luke
Luke
Luke
John

5-6
7
8-9
10-11
12-13
14-16
17-19
20-21
22-24
1-2

31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.

John
John
John
John
John
John
John
John
John
John

3-4
5-6
7-8
9-10
11-12
13-14
15-16
17
18-19
20-21
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Preschool News
Our month of preschool has been full of Winter activity. We haven’t been able to go outside as much as
we normally do, but we’ve been enjoying indoor fun. We went on a Bear Hunt, we had an obstacle course
in the classroom with a tunnel and balance beam, and we love dancing and moving! Some of our favorite
dancing songs are Animal Action, Beanbag Boogie, and The Freeze!
The children especially loved the evening in February where they were able to bring their Daddies (or
Mommies or other special person) to preschool for an evening of fun and food!

We are anxiously awaiting the arrival of Spring, but until then, we are having fun studying our favorite
authors. So far we have read books by Laura Numeroff such as If You Give a Mouse a Cookie. Next week
in celebration of Dr. Seuss’s birthday, we will kick off our author study of Dr. Seuss. We will read books
like Green Eggs and Ham, Hop on Pop, Wacky Wednesday, and Cat In the Hat! We are busy practicing
writing our names and numbers. We loved using the bingo dot markers to trace the numbers on the
banner on the wall. We are also busy learning our favorite nursery rhymes such as Jack and Jill, Hickory
Dickory Dock, and Hey Diddle Diddle. All of these activities are important to grow our brains and our
bodies!
We hope you enjoyed the videos of the songs we sang for you. We had a lot of fun learning them. We also
hope you enjoyed the picture slide-show of all the fun things we do in preschool. Come to the Lenten
service on March 27th at 11:00 a.m. to see us again. We will be singing! We will also be singing at our
annual Palm Sunday event on April 14th.
Registration has started for the Fall. Please share the brochures with those neighbors, friends, or family
that may be looking for a Christian based preschool. I would love to give them a tour!
Thank you again for all your support. I would not be able to share the love of Jesus with these special
children if it were not for you at Crown of Life! Please continue to support us through prayer that God
will continue blessing our endeavors with the preschool!
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Calendar
Be sure to check out our website calendar for all upcoming events and activities!
www.crownolifechurch.org

March 2019
Date/Time

Spiritual Care

Lay Reader

Service Technician

Usher

Sun, Mar 3
9:00 a.m.

Dick Shore

Karen Hart

Aiden Rochford

Fred Bane

Wed, Mar 6
11:00 a.m.

——

——

Melissa Rochford

——

Wed, Mar 6
7:00 p.m.

Jim Leinhos

Joyce Bane

Aiden Rochford

Fred Bane

Sun, Mar 10
9:00 a.m.

Terry Lowry

Dale VanWulfen

Rainer Hartmann

Gil Bachelard

Wed, Mar 13
11:00 a.m.

——

——

Melissa Rochford

——

Wed, Mar 13
7:00 p.m.

——

——

——

——

Sun, Mar 17
9:00 a.m.

Mark Werling

Joyce Bane

Nick Werling

Fred Bane

Wed, Mar 20
11:00 a.m.

——

——

Melissa Rochford

——

Wed, Mar 20
7:00 p.m.

——

——

——

——

Sun, Mar 24
9:00 a.m.

Mark Werling

Karen Hart

Nick Werling

Rick Hart

Wed, Mar 27
11:00 a.m.

——

——

Melissa Rochford

——

Sun, Mar 31
9:00 a.m.

Mark Gugel

Charlotte
Bachelard

Sophie Gugel

Jeff Rickabus

Altar Guild: Joyce Bane
Card Care: Jane Baum

Happy Birthday!

March 2 John Moore
March 4 Greg Riffle
March 14 Jason Moore

March 20 Cole Rochford
March 21 Abby Fallon
March 21 Griffen Straub
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INTENTIONAL INTERIM PASTOR Reverend Norm Koy
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT Melissa Bachelard Rochford
OFFICE ASSISTANT Karen Hart
MUSIC DIRECTOR Pia Broden Williams
PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR/TEACHER Allison Piasecki

Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

CUSTODIAN Donita Laessle

Weekly Ministries
Worship Service - Sundays at 9:00 a.m.
Lenten Worship Service - Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Lenten Potluck Soup & Salad Supper - Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.

Christian Education for All Ages - Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
Weekday Adult Bible Study - Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.
Choir Practice - Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.

Deadline for submitting articles is the 23rd of every month.

248-652-7720
office@crownoflifechurch.org
preschool@crownoflifechurch.org
www.crownoflifechurch.org
@crownoflifelutheran

PRESCHOOL ASSISTANT Catherine Purcell

***

2975 Dutton Road (at Adams)
Rochester Hills, MI 48306

To joyfully introduce people to
Jesus Christ, the Lord of Life.

Our Mission

March Newsletter
CROWN OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH
2975 Dutton Road (at Adams)
Rochester Hills, MI 48306

