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The Cross and Money a Beautiful Mission
As members of the body and Christ at Crown of Life Lutheran Church and Preschool, we are in a joyous
Gospel partnership; a partnership that we daily need to be reminded of because of our own sinful flesh, the
world, and Satan trying to distract us. “And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day
whom you will serve….But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” Joshua 24:15
Crown of Life is blessed with a structure that allows opportunities for you to become involved in the
“partnership of the gospel.” These opportunities allow you to meet and have fellowship with fellow
members, and they provide the joy of serving the Lord in worship.
Look at these opportunities: choir, usher, holding an office or being a board member, attending Voters’
meetings, helping with fellowship on Sunday morning, helping with VBS, altar guild, spiritual care, tech
booth, acolyte, Crown Jewels, Men’s Ministry, Bible studies, educational opportunities, playing
instruments, assisting the office, property maintenance, various committees, greeter, and helping wherever
you have talents.
It is truly a joyous partnership when we can do what St. Paul talks about in 1 Corinthians 16:2: “Every
Sunday each of you make an offering and put it in safekeeping. Be as generous as you can. When I get
there you’ll have it ready, and I won’t have to make a special appeal” (The Message). In this passage,
Paul was addressing a special collection to help other congregations and Christians who were struggling at
this time due to a famine. But this is a good guide for each of us to follow in support of the Lord’s work at
Crown and the Kingdom at large.
First, Paul addresses regular giving, “Every Sunday”; then planned giving, “put it in safekeeping”; next
individual giving, “each of you”; finally proportionate giving “be as generous as you can.” It is truly
joyous and faith expanding when we have the proper attitude to honoring the Lord for all that He has
done for us. Your offerings support not only all the ministries, work, and opportunities at Crown, but
they also support missions both local and worldwide. It is a partnership that needs to continually grow.
As we all share in the partnership of the Gospel, let me give you some food for thought to help you grow in
this partnership. All that we do in church should be done on the sound basis of faith. “But all things
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should be done decently and in order” (1 Corinthians 14:40); Missionaries cannot go overseas unless we
promise to support them, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded
you” (Matthew 28:19); It gives us discipline and direction in our own money management. “This is how
one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover, it is required
of stewards that they be found faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:1, 2); In our budgets we must never ignore God’s
Kingdom. “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are
God’s.” (Matthew 22:21); It is important to pray to fight the temptation to hold back with our offering. It
is best to make up our mind, do it, and stick to it. “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate
the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God
and money.” (Matthew 6:24); and finally, it is pleasing to God. “Each one must give as he has decided in
his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7)
As members of Crown of Life Lutheran Church and Preschool, God has given us a message that can mean
the difference between eternal life and death. Remember, through baptism God has united us in His death
and resurrection, which also means that He has made us partners in this ministry to get this message out
to the world. As partners, Crown of Life needs the financial dollars to do this work. And that makes the
cross and money join together in a beautiful mission.

TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME! Mark your calendar for Saturday, June
15th. This will be COL night at Jimmy John’s Field in Utica. Pastor Koy has
reserved 20 tickets on a first-come, first-serve basis. Cost is $12/person. Game
starts at 7:05 p.m. Sign up sheet is in the lobby. Due to the geographical spread of
our membership we will meet at the stadium.

Call Committee Update
The Call Committee has committed Crown of Life Lutheran Church and
Preschool to prayer and asked that the Lord would continue to pour out His
blessings and lead us to the Pastor He has already chosen for us. The Call
committee, after many hours of heartfelt discussions and interviews,
presented a candidate name to the voters assembly on Sunday, April 14th
which led to the voters’ unanimous decision to extend a Divine Call to Rev.
Dr. Kevin Wyssmann to serve as our settled pastor. Rev. Wyssmann is
currently serving as senior pastor at Bethany Lutheran Church in Overland
Park, Kansas. We ask for prayers to guide and direct Rev. Wyssmann as he
seeks the Holy Spirit’s Counsel as he deliberates the Call to Crown of Life.
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Community Engagement
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER:
Crown of Life
Lutheran Church and Preschool will be hosting
a National Day of Prayer event on the evening of
May 2nd, starting at 7:00 p.m., lasting approximately
an hour. There will be worship, community speakers,
and a concentrated time of prayer to lift up our nation
in many different areas. This is an interdenominational
event and we would love to have you, our brothers
and sisters in Christ, come and join us for this
important time of prayer. Invite a friend!
INTRODUCTION TO MENTAL HEALTH: WHERE:
Crown of Life Lutheran Church and Preschool , 2975
Dutton Road, Rochester Hills, MI 48306. WHEN:
Saturday, May 4th from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
WHO: Mr. Leon Judd from the National Alliance on
Mental Illness (NAMI). TOPICS INCLUDE: Why
health matters. How you can make a difference by
getting educated and educating
others. Broad overview of Mental
Health conditions, and specifics
for college students. Share causes,
stressors and warning signs to be watchful for. The impact that drugs and alcohol
use has on mental health conditions. Suicide warning signs and what people with mental
health problems need. Leon Judd is the founder and President of NAMI Metro
for Oakland, Wayne, and Macomb counties. Learn more about Leon on our Facebook
Event at https://www.facebook.com/events/745950105802299/.
SUPPORT FOR SURVIVORS AND LOVED ONES DUE TO SUICIDE: A FAITH COMMUNITY’S ROLE:
Living Word will be hosting a presentation of the serious issue facing our society today: Suicide. Join us on
May 18th from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at Crown of
Life Lutheran Church and Preschool (2975 Dutton Rd.,
Rochester Hills) when Nancy Buyle and Dave
Mansfield share how we as a faith community can
help those affected by this issue. Nancy is a therapist
specializing in suicide prevention, intervention and
postvention. She’s an advanced certified Trauma
Practitioner and Trainer.
Dave is Chaplain-inResidence at Heritage Church and Shelby Police and
Fire. He is a retired Fire Captain, certified in Critical
Incident Stress Management and QPR Suicide
Prevention Program. Please join us for incite on
how we as churches can support our communities
affected by suicide. Call the Living Word office if you
have questions: 248-651-5316.
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THE CHURCH HAS LEFT THE BUILDING: This event on
Saturday, May 4th is an outreach to our communities.
Under the leadership of Pastors Dan Meckes and Matt
Schuler, men from six of our circuit churches are organizing
a work site at Elli’s House, a temporary shelter for runaway,
homeless or young girls involved in sex trafficking in the
city of Detroit, with family reunification as their primary
goal. They will be doing outdoor yard work and fixup projects at this home. Let the light of Jesus shine
through us, the light shines brighter in such a way that others will see our willingness to serve and
glorify our Father in heaven! (Matthew 5:16). Sign up at www.stjohnrochester.org
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY “ROCK THE BLOCK” PROJECT:
PROJECT DATE: Friday, May 17th, 2019. LOCATION: Door
of Faith 511 S. Sanford St., Pontiac, MI 48341. SCHEDULE:
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., lunch break 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.
SCOPE OF WORK: Minor landscaping, gutter repairs, exterior
painting, porch repairs (trim carpentry skills), weatherization,
concrete repairs, and other miscellaneous exterior maintenance.
NOTES: Volunteers must be over the age of 18. Snacks, coffee,
and lunch will be provided. They will provide all of the supplies
and tools needed. No experience is needed! If interested, find
more details on our Facebook event at https://www.facebook.com/events/2295568960711302/ or contact
the church office at 248-652-7720 or office@crownoflifechurch.org for instructions on how to register.
FREE PARKING FOR MEMORIAL DAY PARADE: On Monday, May 27th,
the Rochester Chamber of Commerce is hosting a Memorial Day Parade which
will start at the Van Hoosen Middle School on Adams Rd. at about 11:00 a.m.
and end around noon at the VTOT Site just South of Adams Rd. and
Silverbell Rd. Crown of Life Lutheran Church and Preschool is offering
FREE parking for this event, as well as bathroom usage. Come see
the wonderful festivities they have planned and show your support and
honor for those who have served this country.

Crown Classifieds
If you would like to purchase
ad-space in the Crown of Life
Lutheran

Church

and

Preschool

Monthly Newsletter, contact the
church

office

at

248-652-7720

or office@crownoflifechurch.org.
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Preschool News
Spring has finally sprung and that means preschool is almost officially over for the 2018-2019 school year!
This school year has flew by in the blink of an eye for me! We have had so much fun learning and growing
in preschool. We really had a lot of fun on Palm Sunday singing for you and following the Donkey
Procession! The petting zoo was amazing too!
With the end of the year, comes some special events for our preschoolers. On May 9th or 10th, the
preschoolers will come to school with their mom or other special female for our Bahama Mama Party! We
will celebrate our mothers and have fun with beach inspired games and fun. Look for the pictures in next
month’s newsletter.
May 21st and May 22nd mark the last day of school for the three-year-old class and four-year-old-class
respectively. As a special celebration of how far we have come, we will be having a hot dog picnic for each
class. A special thanks to Rick Hart for donating his time to grill up the dogs for us!
Lastly, May 22nd at 6:30 p.m., we will have our closing service. The preschoolers will join us in the
sanctuary with the parents and families. They will sing some of their favorite songs and receive their
Preschool Certificate of Completion! Afterwards, we will enjoy an ice cream social and one last time to
play on the playground!
Registration for the 2019-2020 school year is still open and spots are still available. Please share Crown of
Life Preschool with your family, friends, and neighbors. There are brochures and flyers on the table
outside the sanctuary. Feel free to grab one or two to share with families with preschool age children.
Our annual mini-camps will take place in July and August this year. On Wednesday, July 31st, is our
“Scientist in Training” camp. They will cook, build, and do science experiments and enjoy God’s creation.
On Wednesday, August 7th, is our “Game Day” camp. They will have relay races, soccer games, catching
and throwing games, and even water activities. Our last camp is Wednesday, August 14th, and is our
“Art Safari” camp. This is for our budding artist and creative little ones. We will paint, draw, do crafts,
and generally get messy! Brochures are on the table in the narthex. All camps cost $35 and run from 9:00
a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Blessings to you and your families!
Allison Piasecki, Director/Teacher
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Mother’s Day is May 12th!
Strength and dignity are her clothing,
and she laughs at the time to come.
She opens her mouth with wisdom,
and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue.
She looks well to the ways of her household
and does not eat the bread of idleness.
Her children rise up and call her blessed;
her husband also, and he praises her:
Proverbs 31:25-28
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Calendar
Be sure to check out our website calendar for all upcoming events and activities!
www.crownolifechurch.org

May 2019
Date/Time

Spiritual Care

Lay Reader

Service Technician

Usher

Sun, May 5
9:00 a.m.

Terry Lowry

Joyce Bane

Melissa Rochford

Gil Bachelard

Sun, May 12
9:00 a.m.

Jim Leinhos

Karen Hart

Aiden Rochford

Fred Bane

Sun, May 19
9:00 a.m.

Mark Gugel

Charlotte
Bachelard

Sophie Gugel

Jeff Rickabus

Sun, May 26
9:00 a.m.

Jim Leinhos

Jim Leinhos

Aiden Rochford

Roger Heiple

Altar Guild: Beth Moore
Card Care: Anita Shore

Happy Birthday!
May 10
May 14
May 15
May 16
May 17
May 21
May 22
May 27
May 30

Maggi Lewis
Bill Claussen
Judy Mann
Jan Van Wulfen
Jonathan Piasecki
Sophia Gugel
Dick Shore
Don Pell
Larry Baum

Happy Anniversary!
May 9
May 10
May 22
May 23
May 26
May 28
May 29

Terry & Kathy Lowry
Mark & Darla Werling
Wayne & Barbara Spragg
Fred & Joyce Bane
Joe & Danelle Bieniek
Dick & Nancy Larsen
Rick & Karen Hart
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INTENTIONAL INTERIM PASTOR Reverend Norm Koy
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT Melissa Bachelard Rochford
OFFICE ASSISTANT Karen Hart
MUSIC DIRECTOR Pia Broden Williams
PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR/TEACHER Allison Piasecki

Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

CUSTODIAN Donita Laessle

Weekly Ministries
Worship Service - Sundays at 9:00 a.m.
Christian Education for All Ages - Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
Weekday Adult Bible Study - Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.
Choir Practice - Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.
Men’s Ministry - 1st and 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.

Deadline for submitting articles is the 23rd of every month.

248-652-7720
office@crownoflifechurch.org
preschool@crownoflifechurch.org
www.crownoflifechurch.org
@crownoflifelutheran

PRESCHOOL ASSISTANT Catherine Purcell

***

2975 Dutton Road (at Adams)
Rochester Hills, MI 48306

To joyfully introduce people to
Jesus Christ, the Lord of Life.

Our Mission
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