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A Time of Transition
There come times in every congregation when they wrestle with their identity and ministry. Two years ago, Crown
found itself in that situation. And that is when I arrived on the scene as your Intentional Interim Pastor. This was a
new concept for all of you. But this is not a new ministry. Since 1970 the Church, in many places, has been addressing
the needs of congregations by developing a specialized approach to interim ministry. “Its purpose is to bring in a
specially trained pastor to serve in an intentional manner for specific purposes. They assist a congregation in coming to
terms with its grief and past, to adjust to change in leadership, look realistically at its current identity, and prepare to
communicate its needs and vision to a pastor considering the call it issues.” (Michigan District IIM Brochure)
My assignment was to bring healing to the congregation, set a vision and strategy for the future, and get you to a
place of calling a settled (full-time) pastor. I humbly believe that I have accomplished those tasks. There is never a
guarantee that a pastor will accept the call, but my position was only to get you to extend a Call and that happened.
Not just once but twice.
As Crown now re-examines her future, she is examining options in addition to a full-time single pastorate.
Therefore, as the saying goes, “all good things must come to an end.” Come the end of September, I will be stepping
down as your Intentional Interim Pastor. Come the last Sunday in September during our worship service, we will draw
to a close the role of Intentional Interim Pastor. Generally at this time, the Intentional Interim Pastor would move on
to a new assignment. But in order to keep continuity at Crown till the end of the year, in discussion with Council, I will
stay on as your vacancy pastor.
Yes, this now may seem a bit confusing. But it is simply a matter of protocol and procedure. So Crown would not
have to find a different vacancy pastor each worship service, and you perhaps have a different “face” each week, I will
stay on till December 31st as your familiar “face.”
Moving from IIP to vacancy means I will no longer be coming to the office. I will be on campus to preach the
worship services that fit around my already scheduled away time; I will conduct the Sunday morning Bible Class; and I
will visit the shut-ins. Hospital calls and other pastoral functions- weddings, funerals, etc. would be on an availability
basis. I will not be at regularly scheduled meetings, but would attend a few meetings if it is required of me to serve
strictly in an advisory capacity.
It is always the prerogative of the leadership to find another pastor to fill the vacancy position. If they find
someone to fill this ministry, then I will graciously bow out. But until then, you’re stuck with me.
It has been an absolute delight to share Jesus with you; to administer the Sacraments; preach/teach; visit, and for
Gale and me to call so many of you our friends. When the journey began, I had no idea where the Lord would lead.
But I celebrate that He led me to you good people, and has blessed me with so many positive memories.
It will definitely be hard to say “good-bye” when that time comes, but at least for now, Lord willing, it will not
officially take place until December 31, 2019.
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Fellowship with Fellow Churches
There are tons of fun ways to socialize among our fellow Lutherans in the North Oakland
Circuit. Keep your eyes on this section of the newsletter and bulletin for opportunities in
fellowship, Bible studies, service projects, and more! Hang with old friends and meet
new ones along the way, all while keeping Jesus at the core!
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Community Engagement
BROOKSIE
WAY
WATER
STATION

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED!

Contact Melissa Rochford with any questions
at mbachelard@crownoflifechurch.org

This year, the Brooksie Way Marathon which
rounds the corner of Crown of Life Lutheran Church
and Preschool is on Sunday, September 22nd. This
will be the 11th consecutive year we have served as
a water station. We are the 10.5 mile marker of the
race, so the participants are quite thirsty when they
arrive! Brooksie Way provides the supplies needed,
but we provide the manpower to prep, pour, and pass
out cups of water, then clean up afterwards. Please
consider volunteering! Sign-up sheet is located in
the lobby. Please arrive at 7:30 a.m.
If you cannot volunteer the morning of September
22nd, but you would still like to help, we could use
volunteers to bake snacks for those working the
water station. Please consider providing fresh fruit,
muffins, granola bars, etc. Sign-up sheet is located
in the lobby. Please bring the snacks to Crown of
Life ahead of time and store in the kitchen. The
church is usually open Monday through Friday, 9:00
a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Crown Classifieds
If you would like to purchase
ad-space in the Crown of Life
Lutheran

Church

and

Preschool

Monthly Newsletter, contact the
church

office

at

248-652-7720

or office@crownoflifechurch.org.
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Preschool News
The preschool classroom will soon be bustling with little ones, and I cannot wait to see them all! We start
back on September 4th. Our four-year-old class will be at 10 students and our three-year-old class will be
at 5 students. This year, we are also offering an extended day option for the four-year-old class starting in
January. I have five enrolled for the extended day option, where they stay for lunch and extra learning
activities in preparation for the full days of kindergarten. We still have space available in both programs,
so continue to share Crown of Life Preschool with your friends, families, and neighbors!
My new assistant, Claudia Iannuzzi, and I enjoyed a day in August in Lansing at the Early Childhood
Conference put on by the MI District – LCMS. It was a great day for Claudia and I to bond, as well as
learn more about the early years of learning. We learned some new ways to implement STEM (science,
technology, engineering, and math) activities into the classroom. We heard a fabulous nationally
recognized speaker talk about how we can prepare today’s preschooler for the 21st century world. It was
really interesting to hear that my preschoolers may work in jobs that we have not even heard of yet!
Crazy! We also were reinforced how the early years are an explosion of language and what we as early
childhood educators can do to help build strong communication and literacy skills in our students. What a
wonderful day we had!
Also, look on Sunday mornings for the Preschool Supply Wish Board. If you wish to donate to the
preschool, grab an apple off the board. Once you’ve purchased the item, you can leave it in the education
office on the desk, or you can leave it with Melissa in the church office. Either way, I will receive them. I
wish to thank you for the continued support and prayers that the preschool receives from you! Please
continue with the prayers!

Allison Piasecki
Preschool Director/Teacher

Meet Claudia Iannuzzi – Prescchool Assistant
Favorite Bible Verse: Romans 15:13 “May God of Hope fill you with joy and peace as you trust in Him so
that you may over flow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”
Hello, my name is Claudia, I am so happy and blessed to be Crown of Life Church and Preschool’s
assistant preschool teacher. Working with children has been my life long Christian calling. I grew up in
Rochester in the 70’s and 80’s. We returned to raise a family in 2003. I
have a 19 year old daughter attending college in New York. My son is 13
and entering 8th grade at Vanhoosen Middle School.
I have spent many years working and volunteering within the Rochester
schools. I went to Eastern Michigan University for Elementary Education.
I have worked for Orchard Children’s Services, Gateway Montessori
preschool, and Ascension of Christ Lutheran preschool. Additionally, I have
taught 5th grade religious education and have been a private tutor for
school readiness.
I look forward to bringing my education, work experiences and Christian
faith to the Crown of Life Preschool. It is such a blessing to me to be a part
of you and your preschooler’s spiritual growth and daily life.
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Calendar
Be sure to check out our website calendar for all upcoming events and activities!
www.crownolifechurch.org

September 2019
Date/Time

Spiritual Care

Lay Reader

Service Technician

Usher

Sun, Sept 1st
9:00 a.m.

Jim Leinhos

Charlotte Bachelard

Terry Lowry

Roger Heiple

Sun, Sept 8th
9:00 a.m.

Mark Gugel

Karen Hart

Sophie Gugel

Jeff Rickabus

Sun, Sept 15th
9:00 a.m.

Dick Shore

Jim Leinhos

Aiden Rochford

Gil Bachelard

Rick Hart

Charlotte Bachelard

Terry Lowry

Jeff Rickabus

Dick Shore

Karen Hart

Sophie Gugel

Roger Heiple

*Sun, Sept 22nd
11:00 a.m.

Sun, Sept 29th
9:00 a.m.

Altar Guild: Kathy Lowry

Card Care: Kathy Lowry

*On September 22nd, worship service is at 11:00 a.m. instead of our usual 9:00 a.m.,
due to morning road closures for Broosksie Way Marathon.

Happy Birthday!
Sept 7th
Sept 8th
Sept 13th
Sept 16th
Sept 18th
Sept 22nd
Sept 22nd
Sept 24th
Sept 29th

Max Gugel
Dick Larsen
Lisa Sage
Rainer Hartmann
Jim Leinhos
Tom L'Esperance
Claire Leichtman
Gil Bachelard
Ron Beckmann

Happy Anniversary!
Sept 2nd
Sept 18th
Sept 26th
Sept 30th

Mike & Lindsey Monroe
Dick & Anita Shore
Jim & Marlene Vorhees
John & Beth Moore
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INTENTIONAL INTERIM PASTOR Reverend Norm Koy
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT Melissa Bachelard Rochford
OFFICE ASSISTANT Karen Hart
MUSIC DIRECTOR Pia Broden Williams
PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR/TEACHER Allison Piasecki

Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

CUSTODIAN Donita Laessle

Weekly Ministries
Worship Service - Sundays at 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Bible Class - Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
Men’s Ministry - 1st and 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.
Weekday Adult Bible Study - Resumes Sept. 10th at 9:30 a.m.

Choir Practice - Resumes Sept. 12th at 6:30 p.m.

Deadline for submitting articles is the 23rd of every month.

248-652-7720
office@crownoflifechurch.org
preschool@crownoflifechurch.org
www.crownoflifechurch.org
@crownoflifelutheran

PRESCHOOL ASSISTANT Claudia Iannuzzi

***

2975 Dutton Road (at Adams)
Rochester Hills, MI 48306

To joyfully introduce people to
Jesus Christ, the Lord of Life.

Our Mission
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